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“War Never Again! Never Again War!” (Pope Francis)

Reflecting on 2024 Okinawa Memorial Day we want to pray for all those who died in the war and for all those who

suffered because of the war in Okinawa. Let us ask God’s grace, to give eternal rest to all who have died. Let us also honor
the dead in a concrete way by committing ourselves to work actively for peace.
In order for someone to understand the current situation in Okinawa, it is important that they first have some feeling for the
heart of Okinawa which is best expressed by the Okinawan language. Two very important words are: chimugurusa and
chimuganasa. These words express a feeling of compassion and love for all living beings and for nature which is also consid-
ered to be “alive”. From deep within their being the Okinawan people can feel the pain of suffering humanity and of nature
as their very own pain. This unique and deeply connected Okinawa heart is expressed in a culture that considers all “life”
to be precious. Often times I wonder why, on the one hand, the Okinawan people can feel other people’s pain but then why
others in turn do not seem to be able to feel the Okinawan peoples’ pain.

In other words, the people of Okinawa are sensible of a deep connection not only with their ancestors and with their
descendants but also to the sky, the land and the sea. All are interconnected in a circle of life. To disrupt the life flow in any
part of this inter-connected network is to hurt all those who are so connected. The Okinawan people desire to live in peace
and harmony with their neighbors, with nature and with others. They want to care for all of Okinawa — the land, the sea,
and the sky, which were handed down to them from their ancestors. They, in turn, want to hand down to their descendants
an Okinawa which is both healed from the wounds of war and whole again. They want an Okinawa which can lovingly be
cared for and which they themselves can control.

When into such a harmonized interconnected web of life are introduced elements which are hostile to these basic
beliefs, spiritual pain is experienced by all the members of society: feelings of disconnectedness, feelings of depression, and
persistent feelings of having salt rubbed into an open wound. When someone cannot perceive these pains, then they will
casually begin by asking why there always seems to be so many difficulties in Okinawa. The question emerges from a false
premise. The first question to ask is whether or not you feel that you are part of the web of life; whether or not you are
connected to the Okinawan heart. If you are connected, then you already know the answer to this question because you
yourselves would not want to experience in your own neighborhood what the Okinawan people have had to endure for well
over three-quarters of a century. You would not want to be in constant pain; you would want your human rights, the ecolog-
ical environment of Okinawa, and your cultural beliefs to be protected.

The Okinawan people want what other free people around the world want. They want control of their own sky, land
and sea to be returned. They want good educational institutions for their children. They want good jobs here in Okinawa
for their children so that families can stay together. They want good health care and services for the sick and the elderly.
They want to live free of the fear that they will once again be used as a battlefield in a war between other counties. They
want to be free to be Okinawan, to speak their own language and to be proud of their culture. They want to be treated fairly
and not be subject to discrimination anywhere in Japan. They want to be listened to and to be able to make their own
decisions about their future without outside coercion or force. All of these rights are reasonable and are sought after by
people of all nationalities for themselves. It is only reasonable that the Okinawans themselves would want these same rights.

Let us remember the battle of Okinawa and pray for all who have died. But let us also commit ourselves to work for a
peaceful future; a future without war. One of the best ways we can honor all those who died in the war, is to engrave on our
hearts forever the words of Pope Francis, “War never again! Never again war!”

Bishop Wayne
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LIVE OUT THE HOLY SPIRIT’S CHARISMS

Our baptism in the name of the Holy Triune God initiates our journey with the Holy Spirit. Yet, the Sacrament
of Confirmation holds a profound significance in this journey. This sacrament is pivotal when we are endowed with
seven gifts and twelve fruits of the Holy Spirit. These gifts and fruits empower us to become living witnesses of the
resurrected Lord Jesus, enabling us to live out our faith with effectiveness and joy.

Concretely, the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety,
and fear of God (cf. Is 11:2-4), and the twelve fruits of the Holy Spirit are charity (love), joy, peace, patience, kindness,
goodness, generosity, gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control, and chastity (cf. Gal 5:22-23). Henceforth, the Holy
Spirit, who discloses the invisible God, makes known to us Christ, his Word, and "no one comprehends the thoughts of
God except the Spirit of God" (1Cor 2:11). The Spirit of truth who unveils everything to us "will not speak on his own"
(cf. Jn 16:13); nonetheless, the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) ascertains that the Church, a communion living
in the faith of the apostles which she transmits, is the place where we know the Holy Spirit:

- in the Scriptures he inspired;

- in the Tradition, to which the Church Fathers are always timely witnesses;

- in the Church’'s Magisterium, which he assists;

- in the sacramental liturgy, through its words and symbols, in which the Holy Spirit puts us into communion with
Christ;

- in prayer, wherein he intercedes for us;

- in the charisms and ministries by which the Church is elevated;

- in the signs of apostolic and missionary life;

- in the witness of saints through whom he manifests his holiness and continues the work of salvation. (CCC no.688)

Having delved into the multiple aspects of the gifts, fruits, and the work of the Holy Spirit, let us actively use these
Spirit-given graces to live out faith daily in various fields, bearing witness to the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

Fr. Michael VINH, Pastor of Nago Catholic Church
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T—V D « « < RFElCEH > Ta Praying for our tomorrow

H #E (Schedule)
*hEE (MVEE3~6FE): 8H2H (&) ~ 8H4H (H) (Elementary: August 2- 4)
5{F (Opening) : 13:00 ~ / fi#EY (Closing) : 12:00

*HE /BRE:8H9H (£) ~8H 11 H (H) (Junior/Senior High: Aug. 9-11)
%13 (Opening) : 13:00 ~ / &l (Closing) : 12:00

15 PR (Place) BBHBRERIv I3y E—F (EH) (Mission Beach)
ShN&E (Participants)
AUy IDEILERITTWSZE (REL PIEEAEZRATWSIE)

(Received the Sacrament of Baptism; Received the First Communion)
&hn& (Participating Fee)

INEE : (Grade School) 1,000 M IS4 : (Junior & Senior High)1,500 M
RBNEIBIRE L TEEFLADTT TELIEZ L,

(Once the registration form is received the participating fee cannot be returned)

EHiAABAR (Registration Period)
20247 H 208 (+) * #oHUID ESF
2024 July 20 (deadline of submission)
BEWSbH S (For Inquiry)
It 7 « 71 #5 (Summer Camp Priest In-Charge: Fr. Joseph. BUI )
Cel. 080-3995-1909 (i#%%#)

7RH 158 (A) NIL—-ffER (REHR) 1 0K~
July 15th Helpers training, Asato Catholic Church, from 10AM

7H28H (B) : Xizlg 13 FbHS~ (RHESTEHEVWLET)
July 28th General cleaning will be started from 1PM

T4 #20 LINE
QR I—FK
XBMMHAF IR E R ZCAD b, BB LRSI TRIECIZEE W,

MAUHEW, KIRAE 217> TWRIEE, (KNS ALDH 2 7571d. BMzliEE < ZEVERT &5 BV LX T,

KBHORE TORMT DOV TR A NEXIALTHIGT BT Licmb LT
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LICHUE Ui, THBEDEERE S T LD TERVIBEEOMEE L V., HEIT 2 TRERED, BUOHT
MBSOV THERBVBA T, KBOTIEDOSIT, ARAERBREAZTETLED. 55> TTBMLEE
Vo B —Fr VIS B FABEO RS LRE BT L BN S— OO R R EE LTOET, RER-
ARBRICHID BT TISHN R E, HOLVHY—F v VTRV ETES, ERNELL BEVRLET,
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