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“ALONG THE WAY, SOMETHING GOOD HAVE HAPPENED”

By: Sr. Terry Caytor, OND

The theme for this year's Gathering for Christ is
“Migrants: Igniting the Flame of God's Love, Faith
and Hope.” What is more real is the preparation for the
event itself. Saying “YES~ is much easier than what it
seems to be. People were excited and had a vision of a
wonderful gathering but I was a bit ambivalent and
had this question in my mind; do these people have an
idea what they are up to? But as the Spirit moved, that
- “Yes” brought us to a great group experiences of
J - R 8 nity, generosity, courage, boldness, patience, open-
ness and letting go and lettmg God in the midst of experiences of anxiety, dlsappomtment
discouragement and displeasure; chaos; impatience disagreements especially in letting go of one’s
idea and accepting that of the other.

Igniting the flame of God’s love, faith and hope implies a commitment to make that little
ember aflame and blazing. It means opening oneself and going out from one’s comfort zone. It
asks us to be challenged and to challenge others, to listen to the anger of a tired companion
who feels discouraged and disappointed and to praise others for a job well done, for the effort
exerted in order to reach a certain goal. It means reaching out to those who have walked away
because they felt slighted or discouraged and to remind them of their worth. It also means
accepting one’s limitations and being humble to welcome help from others.

There was one goal, that is to make the event happen and every one had contributed in
any way. There were surprises and discoveries; coming out of group members who are
amazingly generous in their resources and skills. And much more is the highlight of how
some of our elders in the parish, our Japanese brothers and sisters who eagerly offered help.
The women group immediately planned to make little as Omiyage for those who will attend.
It did not stop there, there is these couple who continued to ask how they can help and really
offered more help. Their gesture was so touching.

All those anxieties at the beginning slowly disappeared because God worked surprisingly
in every individual and in every hindrance. As I look back now, I am amused how easily
members were persuaded to do certain tasks. I have witnessed how easily anger have cooled
down and how a discouraged friend easily turned into a being inspired in just a blink of an
eyve. To whom could we credit those things but to God’s grace. Truly the mission is GOD’s.
God invites us to share it in different ways and sustains us along the way.

It may not be the perfect preparation for everybody but for us in Miyako island especially
those who gave their best, it brought us to the experience of betwixt and between that made
us a different individuals, different group. Definitely, along the process something good have
happened. To God be the Glory!
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