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Father, where are you now?

November is the month of the dead. This month we remember all those who died and join us in our prayers
for them. By praying for the dead, the Church has deepened the idea of being a community of communion,
including not only the living, but also the dead. This November is a special month for me. Exactly one year
ago, on November 19th 2021, I fell down while exercising in a badminton competition with my brother priests
and went into Cardiopulmonary arrest. When the ambulance took me to the hospital, I was unconscious and the
doctor told me that he thought my life was over.

I have not fulfilled my mission in this world yet, so I believe that I have been revived and given a new life for a
reason. From now on, I pray with all my heart that I will be able to fulfill the mission left behind with gratitude.

There are many things I haven't fulfilled yet, but I think one of them is the promise I made to my parents. I
promised them that I would definitely return to Vietnam to celebrate the thanksgiving Mass with them on their
50th marriage anniversary. However, due to the situation of the coronavirus infection, that promise has not yet
been fulfilled. After a long wait, on July 27, 2022, I was finally able to return to my hometown to see my family.
My parents are seventy-five years old, but they are getting weaker and weaker due to various illnesses. Many times
when my father was in danger, he said that he wanted to see me and wanted me to bless him. It is truly God's plan
that I, who was brought back to life from the brink of death, and my father, who is on the verge of death, can meet
each other, so I give thanks and praise to God for that.

During my vacation, with permission from the parish priest, I celebrated Mass every day for a week at home
with my family and neighbors. My father saw that his son is priest who presides the Mass, his daughter is the sister
who prepares the Mass, and his grandchildren are readers, acolytes and responsible Psalms. The whole family
gathered around the altar and celebrated Mass together. This was the first time my father had attended a Mass in
such an atmosphere, and he said with tears of gratitude and joy. My father was sick and in great pain, and when
he was about to die, he said to me: He had faith, but he was still weak and shallow, so he cried out many times,
Jesus Mary Joseph, save me'. And my father asked us, 'Don't leave me alone, pray for me'. In the last three days,
by God's mercy and by our prayers, my father courageously accepted the cross and survived the trials of his faith.
While hearing everyone's prayers, my father left the world in peace, trusted his last breath in God's hands. We sent
him off to God in gratitude.

Instead of the Thanksgiving Mass for my parents' fiftieth wedding anniversary, I offered the Mass at my father's
funeral. It is my first funeral mass in Vietnamese since I have been ordained a priest for 14 years. After my father's
funeral mass and burial, my 8-year-old nephew, who was sleeping with me that night, suddenly asked me, Where
is your grandfather now? I answered that grandfather is now returning to God's kingdoom. Where is the kingdom
of God, he kept asking? It's close to us, but I can't see it now, so we are not able to go there now. After we die we
will return to God's kingdom like grandparent and there we will be able to meet him again. However, I don't think
my nephew would have understood even if he heard that answer.

In fact, not only my nephew but many of us also want to know where we will go after dying. The answer is
written in the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Section 12, 122 article. As soon as a person dies, he receives an
eternal reward in his immortal soul according to the results of his private judgment of his involvement with Christ
in his life. It is either to enter heavenly bliss above via purification, or to enter heavenly bliss directly, or to suffer
eternal torment (punishment) immediately.

"Where are our dead brothers and sisters, especially my father now? They are in Heaven, in hell, or in purgatory?
"Is my father in heaven now?"

If the Father died in God's grace and intimacy with God and was completely cleansed, he would live with Christ
forever. The father will forever be like God and see God face to face as he is. At that time, like poor Lazarus (Luke
16:22), the criminal who heard the words of Jesus on the cross, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in
paradise' (Luke 23:43) Or, like the saints to whom the Church has been consecrated, if that is the case, I think my
Father now in heaven now. However, for me, my father more or less sinned during his lifetime through his
thoughts, words and deeds, especially his negligence. Since no one but God knows how much the atonement for
his sins will be, my father has to pay first all his atonement before fully enjoying God's love. Therefore, I think that
soon after my father died, he will not be able to enter heaven yet.

"Is my father in hell now?"

If my father by his freedom does not choose to love God, he cannot be in union with God. And he cannot love
God if he sinned against God, against his neighbor, or against himself. "We know that we have passed from death
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to life, because we love our brothers. He who does not love his brother abides in death. Whoever hates his brother
is a murder. And you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. (1John 3:14-15), as Christ
commanded, if my father neglected the great need of the poor and the little ones who are Jesus Christ™ brothers
and sisters, then he will be separated from Christ and God's love. For example, the rich man who was indifferent
to poor Lazarus died and entered hell without God's love (Luke 16:23). But for me, for seventy-five years, my
father was serving the church in various roles and doing the works of charity for others, begging his brothers and
sisters for forgiveness, receiving the sacrament of anointing and reconciliation, receiving the word of the Lord and
the holy communion at Mass. Jesus specifically told my father, "'Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood will
have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day' ( John 6:54). So, in that sense, for me, by God's mercy, I
believe that my father is not in hell now.

Is my father in purgatory now?

Since my father is neither in heaven nor in hell, where is he? I am sure my father will be in purgatory. My father
who dies without being completely cleansed of the atonement of his sins, especially sin against the virtue of justice,
is assured of eternal salvation. However, he has to undergo certain purifying sufferings before fully uniting with
God's love in heaven.

Many people may not fully understand Purgatory. The reality of Purgatory is not to condemn human sin. "For
God so loved the world that he gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that all who believe in him should not
perish, but have eternal life." ( John 3:16-17). In faith, purgatory is the justice of love. Many theologians today

agree on the concept that souls suffer in Purgatory. The suffering of the soul here is isolation and longing for Love.

The greatest affliction of souls here is that even though they can feel God's love and really want to unite with
God who 1s Love as soon as possible, they have to undergo the purification for a period of time. This period can
be illustrated by what we experienced during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Amid of the Covid-19 epidemic, many people in quarantine really wanted to return home to meet and live with
their loved ones together. However, not being able to do so, they were deeply experiencing the agony of isolation
from love. During the quarantine penod the only thing they could do is waiting and waiting. They were totally
dependent on others to bring their necessities and waiting for their quarantine period would end as soon as
possible. They would rather be released sooner rather than later, even though they know very well that this
quarantine period will sooner or later end.

Similarly, in purgatory, the dead who can feel God's love, but must be "isolated" from that love, suffer too
much. It's not that God wants to punish them but they themselves understand it because they are not yet ready to
live in full fellowship with God's love. They want their quarantine period to pass as soon as possible, but there is
nothing they can do themselves. They can only wait for help from those who still alive like us. How can we help
them to pass this period faster?

The mystery of the communion allows the living to transfer their merit to the dead in Purgatory. This possibility
is a gift of God's love. This mystery of communion was revealed by Jesus in a special way through the image of the
vine and its branches ( John 15:1-8).

How can I help my father who is now in quarantine period in Purgatory? For me, I remember the word of St.
Monica said to St. Augustine, "I don't care where I am buried. Instead, always remember me before the altar of

the Lord."

I first and foremost, together with the sacrifice of Jesus, I offer dedicate to God the Mass, the prayer of the
church, the prayer of the Rosary, with good deeds especially helping the weak and poor brothers and sisters with
a heart of compassion. If so, I believe that God, the merciful Father, will release my father from the isolation place
sooner and fully join the fellowship with God's love in heaven.

For the dead, November is the most longing month of the year. Because during this period, together with the
whole church, all of we wholeheartedly do various sacrifices and good deeds on behalf of our deceased brothers
and sisters and offer them to God.

In this month Let us pray together with words and good deeds for all the departed who are in isolation period
in purgatory this month.

Fr. Nguyen FrancisTien
(Pastor of Asato Church)
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