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Caritas Okinawa Holds a Soup Kitchen

Article contributed by Marie Yamazato,
Caritas Okinawa Volunteer - Oroku Parish

Caritas Okinawa held a soup kitchen on Saturday, February 17, at Makishi Park from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm
in collaboration with Yuimaaru no Kai. The meal Caritas Okinawa prepared for people in need consisted of a
pork bowl (butadon), a bottle of water, and scones. All food items for the soup kitchen were donated by
kind-hearted people and also parishes which Caritas Okinawa visited on its Yuimaaru moving car campaign. An
especial thanks goes to Rika Sakiyama who skillfully managed the entire cooking, a parishioner from Yomitan
Catholic Church who provided all the bottles of water, and the Sisters of Franciscan Immaculate Heart of Mary
from Yonabaru Catholic Church who kindly gave their time and effort in making the delicious scones.

Members and volunteers of Caritas Okinawa took 80 pork bowls and an equivalent amount of bottles of water
and scones to the park. During the two hours at the park, Caritas Okinawa gave out 60 meals to people experi-
encing homelessness. Social welfare workers personally delivered the remaining 20 meals to those who were inca-
pacitated and could not come to the park.

A touching moment left an indelible mark on us who worked at the soup kitchen. After finishing his meal, an
elderly gentleman went out of his way to return to the soup kitchen to thank us for the warm meal he had received.
His kind gesture, in turn, taught us the importance of gratitude and humility that we must practice in our lives.

Our work on that day ended with a reflection session held at the Catholic Cultural Center. Each volunteer
shared what he/she had learned from the experience of working at the soup kitchen. One Sister from Yonabaru
Catholic Church offered a very heartwarming thought: The beautiful smiles she received from the unhoused that
she gave pork bowls to made her heart brim with joy and happiness. She concluded, “in giving” she “received
much much more.”

In closing, we Caritas Okinawa members and volunteers were filled with a sense of gratification and accom-
plishment when the soup kitchen ended. Itis hoped that we offered the hungry not just food, but also hope, digni-
ty, and respect. At least for a day, we did what we were put on earth to do—help those who are less fortunate
than ourselves.

The soup kitchen experience is only one of the various social action activities of Caritas Okinawa within
the diocese.

On behalf of the members of Caritas Okinawa, we would like to extend our gratitude to the support of
all the parishioners of each parish we visited for the past three years who have donated in cash and in kind
to all the present activities of Caritas Okinawa. As we close the financial year 2023 we would like to
acknowledge Nago Catholic Church and Yomitan Catholic Church whom we visited in the same year for
their cash donation of 25,500 yen and 24,386 yen respectively during our Yuimaaru moving car food drive
campaign. We also thanked the individual donations we have received during the year in the amount of
14,640 yen.

We ask for your continued support as we the members and volunteers of Caritas Okinawa knock on
your generosity when we go and visit your parish again.

Mercy Cristobal
Caritas Okinawa Diocesan Coordinator
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