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ab: 2021 New Year’s English Message

“Let us Deepen our Bonds with each Other and

with Creation in the Okinawan Spirit of Yui Ma-ru.

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese,

This New Year is a special one for everyone. We
are all so tired of this pandemic and the New Year
seems to be heralding the possibility of a vaccine for
everyone. If this turns out to be true, then we here in
Okinawa, and people throughout the world, will be
able to celebrate a very special New Year. However,
for now the number of new cases of the virus are still
growing in Okinawa and Japan, so let us continue to
be careful for one another’s health.

Pope Francis has suggested that we let the
pandemic be a chance for us to realize how small
our world really is and how interconnected we are to
each other and to the earth. He has stated that the
world is really “one family” and that the earth is our
“common home”. He wants us to show a special
concern for those who are poor, those who are mar-
ginalized and those who because of the pandemic
are unemployed and without sufficient income. He
wants us to emerge from the pandemic, not to go
back to business as usual, but to learn from what we
have suffered to help us to create a more inclusive,
just, and peaceful world.

In line with these words of the Holy Father, I
would like to suggest that the aim of Naha Diocese
for 2021 be: “Let us Deepen our Bonds with each
Other and with Creation in the Okinawan Spirit of
Yui Ma-ru.”

The Okinawan people from long ago have had a
spirit of collective responsibility for one another that
they call Yui Ma-ru. It started in the villages where
people would help each other for free with the
harvesting of sugar cane or the rethatching of the
roofs of houses. Everyone would work together and
everyone would get their chance to be helped. With
the pandemic we have been forced to be separate
from one another with masks and social distancing,
but for our health and peace of mind, we really need
one another; we need to listen to one another and
reach out to help each other as well. We are bonded
to one another in so many ways. During the coming

o
from Bishop Wayne '7'“

year we want to deepen these bonds, especially with
those who may feel alone or are facing difficulties in
life. St. Paul reminded Christians to, “Rejoice with
those who rejoice, weep with those who weep.”
(Romans 12:5)

It is good to extend this spirit of Yui Ma-ru not
only to people but also to the world around us,
placing a special importance on respecting all life
forms, and treating the earth as our common
home. After he created the world, “God looked at
everything he had made, and found it very good.”
(Genesis 1:31a). Let us deepen our bonds with
nature during the coming year as everything that
God has created has been gifted to us and placed
in our care.

While giving thanks to God for all our health
care workers and praying for those who may be
sick or hospitalized during this pandemic, as well as
praying for those who have died, let us in
creative ways deepen our bonds with one
another by reaching out from our hearts
though prayer and good works to make sure
that everyone knows that they are loved by
God and are valuable members of our commu-
nity. Let us live compassionately. Let us be
conscious of our interconnectedness with all
of God’s creation, by using all that God has
given us with prudent wisdom. “The Lord is good
to all, and his compassion is over all that he has
made.” (Psalm 145:9).

Have a blessed New Year filled with the Peace
and Joy of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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