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: New Year’s Message from the Bishop for 2019

Happy New Year to all my Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese! "l\»

First, my heartfelt thanks to Bishop Oshikawa, the
priests and the deacons, the religious and the laity, as
well as the staff at the Chancery Office, for all the
hard work you did for my ordination and reception
last year. It was an ordination and reception that I will
never forget. Also, thanks to all of you at the different
parishes and religious institutions that I visited during
2018 for your warm welcome and words of support.
I was deeply touched by your kindness. Thank you!

At the beginning of the new year, I want to reflect
with you on our common ministry of evangelization.
At our various parishes we are very comfortable
discussing together, or hearing sermons about, issues
that are part of our parish life: Mass, the sacraments,
prayer and the scriptures. However, we sometimes
find it difficult as a community to discuss various
social issues that affect Okinawan society. We tend to
avoid talking about social issues that could cause
divisions in our community. It is important, however,
to remember that Jesus has commissioned us as his
disciples to live our Christian life in society. In other
words, Christ has given us the challenge to evangelize
the Okinawan society in which we live.

In a document used by the Fukuoka Catholic Seminary,
“The Basic Elements of Formation for Priesthood,”
the following is written. “The Japanese Bishops Con-
ference expressed their hope that, ‘Our Church which
exists amidst society, must walk together with society,
by becoming a community which shares in the suffer-
ings of the people. The document goes on to state that,

“Traditionally evangelization has consisted of proclaim-
ing the Gospel to those who do not know Christ,
leading them to conversion, conferring Baptism, and
offering faith education. However, in recent years the
Church has undertaken a new way of doing Gospel
evangelization, by firstly including Catholics who are
within the traditional area of pastoral concern, but also
extending out to include Catholics who have been
baptized but have left the church, and people who do
not know Jesus Christ. And while targeting those who
continue to refuse the Gospel, the new evangelization
also includes efforts at the Gospel transformation of
humanity’s criteria of judgment, its values, its various
cultures and its differing lifestyles. The Church has
the mission, not only of guiding people to Baptism, but
also of deepening the faith and transforming society.
The Gospel of Christ itself is the driving force that not
only liberates every person from sin but also the
driving force that liberates society from structural

L)

evils.

With all this in mind, and in order to be active
participants in Okinawan society, I have decided that
the aims for Naha Diocese for this year will be: “Let
us seek the compassionate love of God, protect human
rights in Okinawa and search for a true path to
peace!”
societal issues, there are many different opinions.

It is natural that when it comes to various

However, since Jesus has sent us to minister in
Okinawan society, he requires that we think about and
search for solutions to the various societal problems
using the light of the Gospel as our guide. In this way,
we can fulfill our mission of finding concrete ways to
undertake the evangelization of the society in which
we live.

St. Paul in his letter to the Romans has some words
of encouragement.
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained
access by faith to this grace in which we stand, and we
boast in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but
we even boast of our afflictions, knowing that affliction
produces endurance, and endurance, proven character,
and proven character, hope, and hope does not disappoint,
because the love of God has been poured out into our
hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us.” (Romans 5:1-5)

What do you think about the aims of the diocese for
this year? In order to deepen our mutual understanding
of these aims, I will need your cooperation. When I
visit around to the parishes this year, I would like to
have active discussions with you about the issues
raised by these aims. I also plan to discuss these aims
at the Priests and Deacons meeting, and at the Diocesan
Lay Council meetings.

Lastly, as we welcome the year 2019, I will end my
message with a prayer for you using the words of St.
Paul. “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and
peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 15:13).

I pray that all of you will have a good new year
abounding in hope. With the joy of faith, that we gain
from being deeply joined to Christ and to each other,
let us take our first steps into the new year!

By:Bp. Wayne F Berndt O.F.M.Cap.
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