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“Living our new Life with the Lord”

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Happy Easter! Special congratulations to those
who received Baptism during the Easter Celebrations.
I think that in welcoming new brothers and sisters
to the Diocese of Naha, our communal life together
will become even more fruitful and abundant. My
heartfelt joyful best wishes to all our new brothers
and sisters.

As you know, through the resurrection of Christ,
it becomes possible for our entire lives to be completely
renewed. By this I mean that by believing in the
resurrected Lord, rather than our lives ending at
death, we are offered the firm hope and strength to
pass over from death to eternal life. We can even
now have a taste of this resurrected life by receiving
Baptism. “So by our baptism into his death we
were buried with him, so that as Christ was raised
from the dead by the Father’s glorious power, we
too should begin living a new life.” (Romans 6:4). St.
Paul says that if we want to have a share in this
new life of the resurrected Lord, it is important that
we believe in the Lord and receive Baptism. As you
know Baptism has the meaning of “immersing’.
This means that the old self dies through this
immersion, and we emerge from the baptismal
waters to live a new life that is given to us by the
resurrected Lord. Through the old self dying with
the Lord, we are freed from sin, and we become a
person who can live this new life with the Lord.

For us to live a new life with the Lord, we must
undertake the important mission of respecting the
integrity of all life, as the Lord Himself does. In the
book of Wisdom, there is this prayer to God. “Yes,
you love everything that exists, and nothing that
you have made disgusts you, since, if you had hated
something, you would not have made it. And how
could a thing subsist, had you not willed it? Or how
can it be preserved, if not called forth by you? No,
you spare all, since all is yours, Lord, lover of life!”
(Wisdom 11:24-26).

The “Lord, lover of life” created everything.
Me and you, the earth and the universe, everything
belongs to God. And when God created human
beings, he gave us a special responsibility. “God
created man in the image of himself, in the image of
God he created him, male and female he created
them.” (Genesis 1:27). And to human beings who
are created in his image, he gave responsibility to
care for all of creation. “God blessed them, saying
to them, ‘Be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth and

subdue it. Be masters of the fish of the sea, the birds
of heaven and all the living creatures that move on
earth.” (Genesis 1:28). The meaning of this commission
is that, in the same way that God loves life, we have
been commissioned to love and care for all life as
God Himself does.

All living beings walk between the light of life
and the shadows of death. St. Francis thought that
everything created was his brother and sister. He
nurtured created life and treated all of creation with
respect. In this same way, we too have the mission
of caring for the nature of Okinawa. All life lives
and exists because God sustains it. Using and
endangering life without concern for its precious-
ness is not in accord with the Will of God. But
nurturing life, on the other hand, is always in accord
with the Will of God. This is because God is the “Lord,
lover of life”.

Human life is particularly precious. The scriptural
words, “Love your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27)
and “Love each other as I have loved you” (John 13:34)
remind us how precious human life is to God. The
basic right of human beings is the right to the life
granted to them by God. All human life must be
protected from the time of conception until the time
when God calls each person to their eternal reward.
This is the basic right of all human beings, a basic
human right to exist as seen through the eyes of
faith, the right to life. This is also the meaning of the
traditional Okinawan saying, “Nuchi du Takara”, “Life
is Precious,” which has been conveyed to us by our
ancestors; words which echo all the way back to the
beginning of creation and reflect a deep wisdom
concerning the value of our God given life.

After Easter many of the priests of the diocese
will be moving to new parishes. Living our new life
with Lord, will call for each of us to be open to each
other, to new ideas, and to new ways of doing things.
This will call for us to be generous, open-hearted,
forgiving and for us to treat each person, whether
they be a priest or a lay Catholic with a gentle spirit
of acceptance.

To all my brothers and sisters who treasure all
life that is given to us by God, Happy Easter! May
the blessings and graces of God be showered upon
all of you during the Easter Season.

By: Bp. Wayne Francis Berndt, O.F.M. Cap.
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