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“Let us Protect Human Rights in Okinawa”

Dear Brothers and Sisters

On the 60" Anniversary of the adoption of the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Bishops’
Conference of Japan issued a message. In the message
were the following words.

“-Respect All People- In Article 1 of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights it is stipulated that ‘all
human beings are born free and equal in dignity
and rights’ ; this is a formal declaration that every
person in the world without exception is irreplaceable.
Through the teachings of the Bible, we believe that
God created every human in his image, and that ‘the
dignity of human beings is bestowed by God not
created by human society, that it pertains universal-
ly, and that no one must violate it ”.

In this same message, the following statements
are also made. “The late Pope John Paul II said, ‘I
would however like to emphasize that no human right
is safe if we fail to commit ourselves to safeguarding all
of them. When the violation of any fundamental
human right is accepted without reaction, all other
rights are placed at risk. It is therefore essential that
there should be a global approach to the subject of
human rights and a serious commitment to defend
them’ . In addition, not only individuals but also
nations and the international community bear the
responsibility to protect human rights. Regarding
national responsibility, Pope Benedict XVI stated, *
Every State has the primary duty to protect its own
population from grave and sustained violations of
human rights, as well as from the consequences of
humanitarian crises, whether natural or man-made’.
In order to overcome today s critical situation, all
the causes of human rights violations must patiently
be considered and eliminated one by one. For that
purpose, we must stand with and look at the world
from the viewpoint of those who are relegated to
poor and vulnerable positions, who are cut off from
crucial human relations, or whose quality of life has
been damaged or hindered. If we do not take the

viewpoint of those who are marginalized, then even
if without malicious intention, we will end up standing
on the side of those who say  ‘that a certain degree
of human rights violations is unavoidable. This
attitude will never lead to solutions for human
rights issues.”

In Mathew 25:35-45 it is stated, “The Lord
replied, ‘Let me say this clearly, what you did for
the least of your brothers, you did for me.” In addi-
tion, ‘What you did not do for the least of your
brothers, you did not do for me."” Moreover, in the
Acts of the Apostles 9:4-5, after Saul, who had been
persecuting and excluding Christians fell to the
ground, he heard the Lord say to him, “Saul, Saul,
why are you persecuting me?” He replied, “Lord,
who are you?” He then heard an answer, “I am
Jesus whom you are persecuting.”

The people who live in Okinawa, who are quite
naturally filled with the Gospel spirit, have for many
years experienced discrimination and pressure from
various sources, and have been deprived of their
right to self-determination. As a marginalized people,
while they continue to ask that the Lord help them,
they are also called on to witness to the Gospel by
speaking out about their God-given human rights.

The aim of Naha Diocese, “Let us Protect Human
Rights in Okinawa” is based on the above-men-
tioned Scriptures, the teachings of the Popes, and
the “Universal Declaration of Human Rights™ etc.
Those of us who live in Okinawa have the exact
same rights as every other human being. While
trusting in the words of Jesus, “Love your neighbor
as yourself” let us work together so that in Okinawa
the words of the “Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,” that “All human beings are born free and
equal in dignity and rights,” will become a concrete
reality. (to be continued)

By: Bp. Wayne Francis Berndt, O.F.M. Cap.
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