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ST. CLARE AND THE PRIORITY OF CHRIST

By : Fr. Claver Anthony D’souza

£

Saint Clare was born into a wealthy family in the year 1193. When she
was eighteen years old, a charismatic wonderworker by the name of
Francis came to preach a series of Lenten sermons at the church of St.
Girogio in the town of Assisi. Clare was cut to the heart by Fran-
cis’ words and literally left behind everything to enact in her own life
Francis' call to embrace evangelical poverty.

Clare’s commitment to Francis® spiritual vision would blossom into a
community of sisters who would serve as a sisterly counterpart to
Francis’ spiritual brotherhood. Clare and her sisters would accept noth-
ing that would diminish her commitment to evangelical poverty. She and
her sisters would share all things in common. They would sleep on the
ground and would not even accept sandals for their feet.

If such radicalism shocks and provokes us, it is doing precisely what it is meant to do.

Evangelical poverty is about belonging to Jesus Christ with the whole of one’s being. Such a
commitment requires a rigorous detachment from one’s desires. The spiritual commitment of
evangelical poverty is directed as a contrary to all that false beliefs that continually assert that
we are defined by what we own, by how much money and property that we can accumulate,
by our status or class, and by our need for security and control.

Our relationship with Christ insists that more important than any of these things, which are
by their nature finite and passing away, is our eternal identity as the children of God in Christ.

Such dedication is a mysterious spiritual path that all are called to consider, but few are called
to embrace in its totality. It should not be confused with a dualism or hatred of the material,
but a prophetic charism that calls humanity to consider the truth that this world is not
ultimate and the grace of creation is mitigated by our desire to possess it without acknowl-
edging that what God has created is meant to lead us to share in his divine life.

The practical benefit of evangelical poverty is love. In choosing to have less, we offer to
someone else more and discipline ourselves to accept that it is of greater value to give than
to receive.

The other gift of evangelical poverty is humility.

L I Evangelical poverty necessitates that one
L S — TN K at
& MEY XY —i#E7 & eschew honors, rewards, and recognition. It

demands that we take our place not with the

DR — 4 mighty and the powerful, but as the servant of

TAE—- X¥IAN- R"¥/ § the poor and afflicted. It radiates the peace of

(Srivy Bayarcal Bayno) OND  :x mind of a disciple, the contrary disposition to the
& worldly who, fearing that loss of their worldly

T Uy BIJ4EFEN % things, are beset with anxiety and fear.

20124 38 268 #)EkR ¥

20194 38 250 REZE % The witness of Saint Clare reminds us that it is

DO19%E 7TH 268 MEAEE L integral to our mission as disciples of the Lord to

accept the full implication of our act of faith in
R L . ¥ him. God gives to us his Beloved Son, a grace
YAY=7AE-DREI ST TIL =k /= & which has value beyond that of anything in the
WY LgELZ=E RESGEMICARESE. 8 & world. The gift of Christ is so tremendous that
HBIC2ABEET IANBBEAX CEM<ZEo § all our desires and attachments are relativized in
TVED., YRY—F 1 EP—lieFoEmmOAazEzy « his wake. We have in Christ everything, and all
EEDEABDSRE T2 ARG, Sh. BEICHEEN things find their proper place in relation to his

BREDSAS—EBEHNLCRBRR NS | Pronw

FECT. HUSKONEYRY—DEOBIO<E 5 May Christ permit us to be poor, like Saint Clare,
=[98 # so that we might share, as she does, in the riches
i of his own divine life.
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