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& New Year’s Message from the Bishop for 2020

@ Happy New Year to all my Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese!

At the beginning of the new year. I want to wish all ~ person living in Okinawa, and by actively showing care
of you a very Happy New Year. I hope that the New and concern for the way that we use the natural
Year will be filled with every blessing from the Lord  environment of Okinawa.
both for you personally and for your families. According The second part of our Naha Diocesan aim for
to your country of origin, your New Year’s celebrations 2020 is, *“ together in Christ let us walk the path of
may differ but what we all have in common is a deep  peace”. As Christians if we are not together both with
desire for good health, happiness and peace during the ~ Christ and with each other then it will be very difficult
coming year. May the Lord look upon you with love  for us to achieve any kind of personal or lasting peace.
and mercy and may he bless you in every way possible  In the Mass we say, “through Him and with Him, and

during the Year 2020. in Him,” when the priest raises the host prior to commu-
For 2020, I have selected the following statement — nion. We state publicly that all that we do, we do in

for our diocesan aim for the year. unity with Christ. This is our life as a Christian believ-

“In order to protect all life, together in Christ er.

let us walk the path of peace.” "Para proteger la In the early church, Christianity was known as the

vida entera, juntos caminemos con Cristo el camino de ~ “way”. Christians were known as those who walked

la paz." (Spanish) .Dé bao vé moi su song, hay cung  the path of God. The path of God is the road to peace.
nhau tién buée trong Dire Kitd trén con duwong binh  As individuals and as members of Naha Diocese, we
an. (Vietnamese) Upang pangalagaan ang bawat have the mission in life of always walking along the
buhay, Samahan natin si Kristo na tahakin ang daan  path of peace, reconciliation and love. In the Philippians
ng kapayapaan. (Tagalog) I took the first part of this it states, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
statement from the theme for the Pope’s visit to Japan.  every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
According to an explanation of the theme from the present your requests to God. And the peace of God,
Japanese Bishops’ Conference, “The theme of Pope  which transcends all understanding, will guard your
Francis’s visit to Japan, (Protect All Life), is quoted  hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians
from a phase in ‘A Christian prayer in union with  4:6-7).

creation’ at the end of his Encyclical Letter Laudato I hope that everyone will be able to welcome a good
Si. Each of us is given life as an image of God and led  year filled with peace. Know that you will all be in my
to advance toward our eternal homeland with all  prayers and thoughts during the coming year.

people. And this world is also designed and maintained

by God ‘to be lived in’ (Isaiah 45,18). Therefore, in \/
order to ‘protect all life’, we must respect not only each -
person’s dignity but also the environment. However, the 8

earth as ‘our common home’ is now trampled by C do el - 020 .
humankind and groans with pain. Those groans omenzando el nuevo aiio 2020 quiero

overlap with the distress of all the abandoned people ofrecer mis felicitaciones carifiosas a los
of the world.” As the first part of our Naha Diocesan Jieles de habla Hispana. Ustedes son una
aim for 2020, I would like for us to think together —parte muy importante de nuestra Iglesia,
about the theme of the Pope’s visit to Japan by discussing ~ y les agradezco mucho sus oportes.

with each other our concerns for the dignity of every

Happy New Year!!!
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