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Looking back with gratitude...
Marching ahead with hope

Greetings from Oroku parish!

Our hearts are filled with gratitude to God, as we look forward to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of our
parish. Oroku parish officially became a faith community in the year 1970, dedicated to St Francis of
Assisi as its patron saint. In the past 50 years this community has grown in faith and bore witness to the

Gospel values.

To commemorate this great milestone, we planned various activities. A year ago when we first
planned this celebration, we were all thrilled. As preparations began, first we chose ‘In union with Christ,
let us witness our faith joyfully’ as our jubilee year theme, making efforts to renew our spiritual life.
Before the start of the year, we had our Christmas caroling, which for several years we were not able to
do. It gave the community a fresh start for Christmas season and for a new year. Planning of a pilgrimage,

a concert, an inspirational talk and a commemorative T-shirt were thought of as some of our activities.

Sudden outbreak of pandemic made us to rethink of our activities, which led us to cancel all our
planned activities one by one. One thing that was left on our list was the commemorative T-shirt. It was
all prepared at the start of 2020. We planned to sell them on Easter Sunday, 6/23 Peace walk, and to the
summer camp. But due to Covid-19, all these events in the diocese too were cancelled. Social distancing,
disinfecting, sanitizing and protection from the virus become a regular habit. The fear of contacting
anywhere in anytime affected everyone. The usual Sunday church goers have gradually decreased. One
thing that was left for our Golden Jubilee was 6 boxes of commemorative T-shirts. In this situation we
had no option but to appeal to the generosity of people in different parishes. So we contacted parish
priests in the diocese expressing our desire to sell them in their parishes and they extended us their
support whole heartedly. I think what makes a Catholic community work is the sharing and helping of
cach other. We want to extend our utmost appreciation for the warm reception of all the parishes every

Sunday. We take this opportunity to thank everyone for extending their helping hand.

This T-shirt designed by one of our parishioner, pictures a dove symbolizing The Holy Spirit, the messenger,
the olive branch in dove’s beak symbol of peace and God’s grace. Tau cross of St. Francis, the patron of
our parish and the 3 leaf shape looking on both sides of the Tau cross symbolizes the hands of people from
different nations uniting. On 4th October, the feast day of St Francis, we gather as parish community to
thank God for all the blessing we have received in the past 50 years. Along with our Bishop Wayne
Berndt, we lift our hearts to God in the sacrifice of thanksgiving. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, we regret
that we are not able to invite the faithful of the diocese, as we had planned in the beginning. We ask you

to join us in prayer and in spirit in thanking the Lord.

As we celebrate this Golden Jubilee of our parish, we look back with gratitude and march ahead with
hope of growing deeper in our relationship with Jesus. We keep before our eyes the Golden Jubilee theme
“In union with Christ, let us witness our faith joyfully”.

Nashiro Joi
Oroku Parishioner
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