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“Our Lady of Hope”

Back in the 1980’s I was serving in Honduras,
in Central America. We Capuchin Franciscans
(who have been serving here in the Ryukyus since
1947) had separate Missions from America, Spain
and Poland, serving in Guatemala, Honduras, El
Salvador, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama,
and we had local vocations from all those countries.
So it was decided to form one united Capuchin
“Vice-Province” for the whole area. As part of this
process we had to choose a “Patron Saint” to
name the new Vice-Province after. Since those
countries were struggling with poverty, disease,
oppression and much violence we chose the name
“Our Lady of Hope” to symbolize our belief'in the
transforming power of grace.

Then, rather than choosing an existing image
of Mary, a local artist painted a new image of
Mary holding the infant Jesus in her arms as “Our
Lady of Hope”. It was quite a different image of
Mary. The artist has her and Jesus looking away,
so that their faces are not visible. In Central
America there are people of European white skin,
native brown skin, black skin of the Africans
brought as slaves years ago, and even Chinese skin
of immigrant laborers from there. So the face of
Our Lady of Hope could be the face of any race,
and of all races.

And while many images of Mary have her
dressed in beautiful robes, or even with the crown
of a Queen, this artist decided to paint her dressed
as a poor peasant woman, without even shoes.
And while many traditional images have Mary
facing us, smiling at us graciously and receiving
our loving homage, this painting has Mary and
Jesus looking away, looking WITH us toward the
future with hope. But she looks WITH us toward
a dry and difficult land ahead, with many cactus
(although she has her earthen jug of water). She
invites and leads us to walk WITH her and her

By: Fr. Patrick Sullivan O.F.M.Cap.

Divine Son, to walk with difficulties but always
with hope.

These days when we have so much fear and
uncertainty over the new virus, wondering where
and how hard it will strike, we have much need for
Hope: for confidence that Jesus and Mary always
walk WITH us, no matter how painful the path.

Among the many Gospel reading of this Pascal
season is the story of the two disciples walking
from Jerusalem toward Emmaus. They are sad
and fearful and confused because of the sufferings
and death of Jesus. But Jesus comes and walks
WITH them (even though they are going the
wrong way), and patiently listens to their sadness
and doubt. And then He gently teaches them until
finally they realize that HE is WITH them, and
then they have joy and hope. Let’s allow Jesus and
Mary to walk WITH us during this difficult time,
filling us with hope and joy.
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