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“What is the COVID-19 telling us”

COVID-19 has come and changed everything, not only to our health and economic as well, but also to our
society’s basic structures of social cohesion and even our freedom. Even though in the Church, Churches
broadcasting services online from empty sanctuaries is the new reality, for now at least, in a world of
stay-at-home orders where large gatherings of people are forbidden out of fear that it could cause a local

outbreak of COVID-19.

But in this Article, I would like to share about “What is the Coronavirus telling us”. Is it telling us that we don't
have enough beds in hospitals, is it telling us to keep our nations shut down? Or is it telling us to wash hands,
to wear masks and to keep a social distance always? So, what is the Coronavirus telling us:

1. It’s telling us to keep praying! Just as we are urged to take care of our physical health amid this
crisis, so also we are urged to take good care of our spiritual health. Most of us pray every day. A quick
mealtime prayer or a few moments in the morning or before we go to bed are pretty common practices.
But praying, and I mean really praying, is a rare effort. What might happen to our families, our churches,
and our world if we seized this opportunity of relative stillness and used it for concentrated, long periods
of prayer? It’s pitiful to waste this unique opportunity. If I don’t learn to pray during a worldwide crisis,
when will I learn? Our prayer doesn’t have to be elaborate or lengthy. But these days we should make a
point of setting aside additional time for prayer. For whom and for what should we pray? Naturally, we
will want to pray for our families and loved ones and for all whose lives are being disrupted by this crisis.
Prayer lifts us up and helps us to see our problems, including a crisis, not merely from our own limited
perspective and interests, but indeed through the lens of God’s wisdom and love.

2. It’s telling us to continue doing good and sharing with others! In other words, the only way
to free people from hunger is not to act selfishly by keeping the goods we have for ourselves. If there is no
generous acts of persons who offer the fruit of their works for the needy, if there is no good will to share
with those who don’t have, our world will hardly change its face. We can have a new world only when
people no longer base their relationship on selfishness and self-interests. In this time of crisis let us be
generous to give and to share our things with others, especially to the poor and the needy now. Let us
always remember that what we offer to the Lord is never wasted but is gathered in God’s plan. Perhaps,
it is not used today, but it may be used tomorrow. Giving your small things with humble and sincere heart
it will make God smile and the people happy. More than that, the moment you give and share everything
you have now on earth that is also a moment you collect, contribute and build your treasury and your
bank account in heaven with God.

3. Godis calling us to repent! True repentance means feeling remorse for the sins we have committed
against God and other people; for our actions that caused others troubles and pains, and most of all,
offended and hurt God. In other words, we should feel sorrowful of our sins. To repent is important
because it is the first step to obtain perfect conversion. If only the world would repent and attain perfect
conversion, we might just wake up one beautiful day, in which positive cases of COVID-19 attain recoveries,
and others are miraculously immune from it. Saint John the Baptist, the voice crying in the wilderness
said, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!” (Matt.2:3). Many Catholics struggle to repent and
convert. It would be easier to do if we have in mind the Kingdom of Heaven. If we repent because we want
to be spared from this virus, our ultimate reason for doing so should be the Heavenly Jerusalem, to be
among the saints, one day after the Second Coming of Jesus Christ and at the end of the world. But if that
is not enough for you to repent, then nothing else can convince you.

Finally, Coronavirus is telling us that God alone, No one is guaranteed tomorrow! We still live our life like we
will always have a future on this earth. We think about next week, next month, and next year like they are
guaranteed dates on our calendars. This is the day the Lord has made; We will rejoice and be glad in it (Psalm
118:24). Do not worry about tomorrow for sufficient is the day for its trouble (Matt.6:34). Do not say “tomorrow we
will do this...” (James 4:13). God 1s trying to teach me something now that will one day be an irrefutable fact.

Holy Mother of God, in our needs, despise not our petitions but deliver us always from all dangers. Amen.
Fr. Joseph Bui — Awase Catholic Church
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