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Befriending Jesus (John 15:14-15)

Call to friendship

The invitation by Jesus to remain in his love is the point of reference in our relationship
with one another. “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you, abide in my love.”
(John 15:9) We are called into a particular relationship with God. A relationship that
expresses genuine love, the foundation of our care to one another.

St. Paul in his letter to the Corinthians, “If I speak in human and angelic tongues, but
do not have love, I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal, if I have all faith so as to
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing, If I give anything I own, but do not
have love, I am nothing. 1Cor. 13-14).

This loving relationship with Jesus is a call to authentic friendship. “There is no greater
love than to lay down one’s life for a friend.” (Jn. 15:13). Indeed, Jesus had shown to us his
greatest sacrifice. Our friendship with Jesus was sealed in the cross. Truly, when we do
things in the name of Jesus, the task we perform is no longer burdensome nor an obstacle
to conquer but of service, an act that will inspire people to embrace God. It will allow us
to see the bigger picture and purpose of our sacrifice. Definitely, It will turn tears into joy.
Our service to our brothers and sisters will now become an act of Charity. “This is my
commandment that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12).

Commitment to God’s commandment

Such call to friendship with Jesus implies commitment on our part and that is to keep
His commandment. “You are my friends if you do what I commanded you. No longer call
you servants, for a servant does not understand what his master is doing. But I have called
you friends because everything I have learned from my Father I have made known to you
(John 15:14-15). We are no longer called a stranger nor a servant but we are his friend. We
belong to his company. An identity that transcends individuality. It is inclusive. It breaks
down the walls of exclusivism. It is a call to communion with Jesus, to be part of Jesus’ circle
of friends-community.

Disclosure of Divine Life

Jesus allows us to experience the life of being with God. Our relationship with him
brings us closer to the Father, a compassionate God. The story of the prodigal son (Luke
15:11-32) gave us an understanding on the power of forgiveness. The immeasurable love
of the Father has been disclosed. We are so privilege to have the opportunity of knowing
the path that will unite us to God.

Friendship in depth

This relationship with Jesus is indeed a gift. We have to share the grandeur of such
bonding. By our example, we become a living testimony of God’s presence. Our gesture of
kindness will certainly offers benevolence to one another. Through forgiveness, we diffuse
the boiling hatred, bitterness and enmity to each other. Indeed, our friendship with Jesus
offers life and direction that ultimately brings an inner peace and happiness to our lives.

Fr. Ricardo C. Bugas Jr. MSP
Parish priest - Catholic Yomitan Church
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