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Consecrated life, a gift in the church
By: Fr. Maxim D’Souza  Oroku Parish

In 1996 The World renowned popularly known as Charismatic Pope John Paul II published a spectacular
church document named as Vita Consecrata, in English its translated as Consecrated Life, when this encyclical
was published I was doing my first year of philosophy in Bangalore I heard this word first time but then I
couldn’t understand it, later on reflecting on this theme and listening to various scholars I gradually came to
understand the depth of this document. No.3 of this document speaks as Consecrated Life is one of the greatest
gifts in the church. It's not only a gift to the church it's a profound gift to the world as well. We cannot imagine
a church without the consecrated people. So in this sense it's not only a gift to the present church but also a
future church. Its contribution to the world is unspeakable. It is a precious vocation from God to the church.

The following years were dedicated to these people in the church, such as 1987-year of the Laity 1990 -
Priest and their formation 1994 Consecrated Life 2001 Bishop and his Vocation. All these mentioned vocations
are precious in the church, and have their singular roles to play in the church. Everyone is called to be faithful
to the Lord in performing their responsibilities. In order to emphasize the greatness of this each vocation and
to encourage this vocation I suppose Vita Consecrata encyclical came into existence. These above vocations are
given not for oneself but for the growth of the church. This is purely a gift from God and has to be given a
positive response to God. St. Paul mentions the gifts of the Holy Spirit. And its purpose is to be with Christ and
to walk with Christ. Whatever the mission that has been entrusted to us should be faithfully accomplished
before God.

Vita Consecrata No.16 says that the laity being in the world has a major role to play and give witness to
God, The God who created this universe finally became man in Jesus Christ so the laity has to witness through
their life the Incarnation of Christ in the world. Each one has his own value and purpose in this world so the
laity has to witness through their life that everything that God created is good.

The religious people are those, while waiting for the second coming of Christ in glory, He is already but not

yet in these times leading the people to that eschatological truth like a Good shepherd and that is the role of the
religious people. In addition to it religious people are also a witness to the incarnated Christ who is leading us
towards the final day where everyone is looking forward. That is the destiny and goal of a religious person. In
the course of history we cannot neglect the flaws, therefore there have been lots of criticisms due to the
materialistic values which have crept in the consecrated persons. That is one of the reasons that the vocations
to the consecrated life is gradually decreasing. Strong decline in the vocation is a reality, that said the three
vows of Poverty, Chastity, and Obedience have their origin in Christ. Jesus is the source and summit of
Consecrated life. Because he chose these values therefore consecrated life we cannot imagine something to fade
out in the future. Jesus himself instituted Consecrated life as the part of the church. In every individual there
is spiritual life, missionary zeal, so we religious have to ask oneself what is my contributions to the church of
Japan.
RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LOCAL CHURCHES: innumerable orders or congregations are working in the
world. Each society and each region has its own way of thinking and doing things, we as religious people can
enrich the church by our charism respecting the events and historicity of the place. Each church or each region
has its own spiritual journey we as religious people should respect the historicity and the spiritual journey and
if necessary add our charism to enrich the local Church, to add spice to the spiritual journey of the believers.
In Okinawa we can paint our own capuchin spirituality keeping with the circumstances. Everything should be
done with a great sense of responsibility.

Finally in every order there are martyrs who are ready and willing to die for their commitment. The recent
Covid 19 has shown to us. As long as there are martyrs in our orders the consecrated life in the church will
not die out. Where no one wants to go the consecrated people prefer to go so this is a positive attitude we have
the confidence it will be very well accepted in any parts of the world. The list can go on and on. What's
necessary is being grateful for whatever happening around us and for this consecrated life which calls each
one to serve vigorously in the church besides Holy Spirit will always guide us. The future is not in our hands
it's in God's hands. Let us pray to the Holy Spirit for the discernment so that we focus at the right place to walk
with Christ and to be with Christ in our life of Consecration.
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