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The Activity for our Children in this New Situation
By : Fr. Joachim Phan Dinh Hoai

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

We all know that every year we organize Summer Camp for our children at Mission Beach
as one of the most important event in our Diocese. Thanks to the Summer Camp, many of us
have been spiritually nourished to grow in faith and in solidarity of our Christian communal
life.

Since I came to Okinawa in 2009, every year I joined the Summer Camp as helper together
with other brother priests. On such occasions, I had chances to celebrate Mass, pray the Rosary,
joined the camp fire and other activities with the children. I tried to mingle with the youth to
journey with them as one flock toward the “green pastures” of joy and harmony. Through
the Summer Camp, I could more and more understand the way of thinking of the youth.

We all know that the Summer Camp provided good environment and atmosphere for our
children to enjoy the summer together. In those occasions, they were taught the value of

“Yuimaru” (solidarity), and how to apply this unique value in such concrete situation such
as helping and taking care of one another during the camp. The children also learnt Catechism
and practiced Bible sharing and so on....

Recognizing the importance and meaning of the Summer Camp, during 52 years our
Bishops, together with all the faithful of Naha Diocese, have consecutively organized this event
yearly, with the hope that we would help our children to grow up in faith and bound together
as a true Christian family of our Naha Diocese.

However, unfortunately, because of Corona Virus, from last year we could not have carried

out the Summer Camp. More than anyone else, our Bishop Wayne would like to take care of
our children in this critical situation. That is why recently in every priest meeting, we discuss
together and look for the possible way to gather the children so that they can at least celebrate
Mass, pray and play as one family. As the priest in charge, I constantly pray to the Lord for the
safety of your family and children. I also try to keep contact with the youth’s leader group
with the hope that I can encourage and share with them the spiritual unity.
Actually, after asking advises from Bp. Wayne and priests, the youth leaders and I recently
made an action-plan to respond to the need of the situation. We decided that instead of big gath-
ering at Mission Beach like previous years, from now on, when it is possible, we shall gather
children from two or three parishes together. Hopefully such gathering will help our children
to be happy.

The plan will not be possible without your prayers and help. So, in this opportunity, I would
like to invite you all, let us pray in unison and take care of our children. Teach them to pray
and take them to go with you in participating in the Holy Mass. And, when we are able to
gather the children, please help us as you have always done before.

Through the intercession of the Virgin Mary, may God bless your family! May God keep all of
us, especially our children in His protection!
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