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Let It Be Done To Me According To Your Word. (Luke 1:37-38)

“Let it be done to me according to Your word”, was Mary’s response as she said
yes to be the mother of our savior. These words/response was also our theme
during our first vows that inspired us to offer our lives as Mary did. Mary’s “Yes”
to God’s will encourage me to do the same as I accepted my new assignment. I
pondered and even in my prayer, I had struggles, questions, and troubling
feelings. But I continued to reflect on how Mary responded and with the

assurance of the angel's word “Be not afraid” somehow ease those feelings and
felt that there was nothing to be afraid of. For nothing will be impossible for God.
When I arrived in Okinawa, I admired their culture and tradition, discipline in many aspects,
politeness, and respect for people and creation. Even though I cannot speak their language, they
are willing to assist if you need help. I was given the opportunity to participate in the Annual
Summer Camp at Mission Beach Okinawa, I have been to some parishes, and also a privilege to
hear and saw the presentation and tribute during the celebration of grandparent’s day at Kainan
Catholic Church. The Sanshin — a three-stringed, banjo-like instrument covered in snakeskin that
features heavily in traditional Ryukyuan music, their karate which is known as the “martial art of
peace, (heiwa no bu) and Eisa — Okinawa’s Traditional dance. This memorable event amazed me
and I felt their passion as they present their traditional music and dance.
Then, my Miyako and Ishigaki exposure somehow gives me a glimpse of our mission engagement
with the migrants, Christian and non-Christian, and with the children in school. I listened to,
learned, and live their way of life and how they cope with the challenges and difficulties even for
a short period.
Finally, as I prepare myself for language study, I pray and believe that God would always guide
and give me the necessary graces every day as I fulfill His mission here in Japan. And with Mary’s
teaching on how to make God’s word fruitful in my own life: by humility and obedience, by saying
with St. Paul (Phil 4:13), “In God who is my source of strength, I have strength for all.”

By: Sr. Merry Joy B. Lumahang, OND
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