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Caritas Naha Activities

Caritas Naha started its full-blown activities last year in collaboration with the catholic store of the
Diocese which opened its doors to those in need of food support. Caritas Naha initiated the “Yuimaru
moving car project”, a food drive campaign after its establishment in November of 2020. At first, We
thought of continuing only our support to “Yuimaru No Kai” a small citizen’s group who until now are
distributing non-perishable food items at Makishi park every Tuesday and Friday. But, the growing
number of people who are in need of food support is increasing due to the spread of Coronavirus
in Okinawa.

In February of 2021, We organized a food drive at the Catholic Store. The idea was to let our community
members receive food support for themselves or for others whom they know are in need of it. Through
this, they serve as an extension of Caritas Naha. Thereby, making the Catholic Store the center for
Caritas Naha food drive project for those in need. It is also here, we accept non-perishable goods donated
by the different parishes.

As the project became known to the Church communities, generous people also came to the Catholic
store and gave monetary donations for the food drive. The monetary donations are used to buy goods
filling in the demands as we continue to support the “Yuimaru No Kai”, We began networking with
other non-profit organizations (“Niji no Shizuko”; “Okinawa Kirisuto Kyo Center” and Naha Shi
Fukushi Center”) and through them the people they know. Thus, the food drive activity spreads out not
only within but also outside the Catholic community.

Caritas Naha committee members are grateful for the efforts our church community is giving to
carry out the task of extending our hand to our sisters and brothers in Okinawa who are in need. Below
is the summary of our financial report regarding the activities of Caritas Naha for the year 2021.

Church Campaign - ¥ 259,619 Franciscan Tao cross at the center - represent the Franciscan
Individual Donation - 142,350 Charism that we’ d like to carry on our activities and Christ
Less Total Expenses - 156,385 at the center of every activity

of Caritas Naha.
Total Cash Flow ¥ 245,584 Hand clasping each other in blue and green - blue represent
Okinawa’s beautiful sea and green represent life. Hand clasping
in the form of a heart means “together in Okinawa we shall
extend our mission as an extension of God’s love to others.
Hibiscus flower - Flowers make us feel good. Caritas Naha
activities hopefully gives joy or gladness to anyone it
encounters and it is the prefectural flower of Okinawa that
gives an Okinawan identity.

“For I was hungry and you gave me food” (Matthew: 25:35) a simple act of kindness may mean a
lot to someone. Last January 22, 2021, Caritas Naha in collaboration with Yuimaru No Kai did a
“ Takidashi” ( soup kitchen). A first - hand experience for the committee members to literally prepare
and distribute hot meals. Due to Coronavirus infection, the risks are present but the members united
to overcome the hurdles of fear, instead, putting faith and careful planning as we pushed through with
the project towards the diocese mission of sharing God’s Love to others. There are 57 people who came
to get a pack of “buta donburi” with a set of bottled water and cookies. Yuimaru No Kai staff help us
in the information dissemination and easy flow of people. Caritas Naha members and volunteers
thanked our Bishop for his support and prayer and to all the Churches that supported this first
“Takidashi” (soup kitchen) program.
By: Mercy Cristobal Caritas Naha In-Charge

e

“Buta Donburi” preparation Food distribution at Makishi Park
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