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2022 Bishop’s Easter Message

“The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has been unable to overcome it.”

(John 1:5)

Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese,

Happy Easter to all of you! I hope that the Risen Lord will grace each of you with the heavenly gifts of peace,
joy, and forgiveness during this Easter Season. As you may remember, at each of the Easter appearances of Jesus
after his resurrection, he not only forgave the failings or transgressions of his disciples but he also gave them
needed spiritual gifts as well. Jesus replaced the doubt of Thomas with a solid faith during one of these appearances.
Jesus took away the hurt that Peter felt after betraying his Lord and replaced it with a knowledge that he had
been forgiven during another appearance. And Jesus took away the fear of the authorities from the other disciples
and replaced it with feelings of joy and peace at the sight of the Resurrected Jesus. The presence of the Risen Jesus,
always meant that the disciples experienced forgiveness, and at the same time, they were also filled with the very
spiritual gifts that they needed.

Our Catholic faith works in this way. Our faith is a light that shines in the darkness and it is a force that darkness
cannot overcome. The darkness could be war, it could be a pandemic or it could be any evil that we experience in
the world, either as a community or as an individual. Ouwur faith tells us that whatever the darkness may be, the
shining light that is the presence of Jesus in our lives, cannot be overcome by any evil that we may experience. In
fact, the presence of Jesus in our lives is the spring from which peace and joy, as well as other spiritual gifts, flow into
all that we think, say, and do.

There is currently a lot of worry and uncertainty about the war between Russia and Ukraine. Pope Francis
recently asked for the bishops around the world to pray for peace and specifically asked that a prayer of consecration
of Ukraine and Russia to the Immaculate Heart of Mary be said on March 25th. I did say this prayer at the Sisters’
Fiat Convent in Urasoe not only for Ukraine and Russia but also for Naha Diocese and for all our brothers and
sisters in Asia as well, especially those suffering in Myanmar. The prayer that I said implored the Blessed Mother
to help us to end all wars and to give us peace. I especially prayed for peace in Okinawa.

Here is part of the prayer, “Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary,” that the Pope prepared for
us.

“Therefore, O Mother hear our prayer.

Star of the Sea, do not let us be shipwrecked in the tempest of war.

Ark of the New Covenant, inspire projects and path of reconciliation.
Queen of Heaven, restore God’s peace to the world.

Eliminate hatred and the thirst for revenge, and teach us forgiveness.

Free us from war, protect our world from the menace of nuclear weapons.
Queen of the Rosary, make us realize our need to pray and to love.
Queen of the Human Family, show people the path of fraternity.

Queen of Peace, obtain peace for our world.”

Brothers and Sisters, each one of us needs to be a “light shining in the darkness” of our world. The Risen Lord
showed us how to do it by the way he lived and how he interacted with his disciples after his resurrection. Mary in
imitation of Jesus, lived her life as a sign of reconciliation and peace. And now it is our turn to follow Jesus, like
Mary did, with all our heart and soul. There is too much darkness in the world now. However, if we all join our
hearts together, we can create a climate of hope, by being a source of light in our families, in our churches and in
our world. In Christ, we can all become a light shining in the darkness. Have a Blessed Easter. May God bless
you and keep you all safe and healthy.

BishopWayne
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