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Saving Grace

It could be reasonably argued that no other human apart from
Jesus himself, has had a greater impact on the world than St. Paul.
His entire life can be explained in terms of one experience: His
meeting with Jesus on the road to Damascus. St. Paul’s theological
reflection on the meaning of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection
has had a profound impact upon the way of life for every
Christian. His top priority and passion were his relationship with
Jesus. He himself once said, I consider everything a loss compared
to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. St.

Paul’s goal in life was to please Christ in all things.

St. Paul’s central conviction was simple and absolute: Only God can save humanity. No
human effort, not even the most scrupulous observance of law, can create a human good which
we can bring to God as reparation for sin and payment for Grace. To be saved from itself, from
sin, from the devil, and from death humanity must open itself completely to the saving power
of Jesus.

Grace that transformed Paul, can work in each one of us if we are receptive and open to the

Spirit. Do not be discouraged but allow the Grace of God to transform you and strengthen you
so that you can be an encouragement to the world today. If we are generous enough to
surrender to his plans, He will redefine our future, and our present no matter how dark our past
was. Paul’s life was a true testament to God’s transformative power and shining example for
every Christian.
St. Paul experiences two transformations in his life. The first was at his conversion wherein his
heart was transformed. He put up new spirit and became a new creation. The second
transformation was a longer process: The process of sanctification, where he took up his cross
daily to follow Jesus.

The Damascus Road experience cannot be planned in a dramatic way like St. Paul’s was in
our life. It happens through our personal devotions, personal spiritual exercises, prayer
and meditation. Knowledge of the scriptures and of the world, and of the Crucified and Risen
Christ 1s necessary for each one of us today to be true followers of Christ in this modern society.

Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is good, acceptable and the perfect will of God. (Rom 12.2). If we are
going to emulate someone in the Bible besides Jesus, St Paul would be a great choice. The
secret of Paul’s success was his ability to forget his past successes and continue to keep his heart
and mind upon the greatest prize in the universe: The Lord Jesus Christ. He clearly said that
he counted all things as dung in order that he may win Christ and it was not he who lived, but
Christ who lived through him. The inspiring life of St Paul is worth imitating to grow
closer to Jesus and to be in communion with God.

By: Fr. Naveen Joseph Sequera, OFM Cap.
Futenma Catholic Church
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Due to the increasing numbers of infection in Okinawa, upon discussion with the Justice and
Peace members. Bishop decided that for Irei no Hi (June 23), Bishop will do a Mass at Asato
Church at 11:00 a.m. and by 12:00 noon there will be a silent prayer. Bishop says you may have
your Mass at your respective parishes at the same time or you may do it earlier, it depends on you
and your discussions with your parish council. Those who would like to walk may walk on their
own schedule, but there won’t be any walking program on the diocesan level. The liturgy for the

Mass will be sent later.
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