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“Be Not Afraid, I go before you Come Follow Me”

By: Jovie Garcia — Oroku Catholic Church Parishioner

From Philippines

“Huwag maging dayuhan sa sariling bayan.” (Do not be a foreigner in your own Motherland) . This is a saying that
has always struck a chord in my identity as a Filipino. That is why, I made it my goal to travel all over the Philippines.
I'said, I would never leave the Philippines until I have set foot in all the regions of my Motherland. And that, I did
for twenty years; I even had a map where I checked the regions where I have been to work, conducted some
research, volunteered on community outreach programs, onsite 42nd Psalm Choir wedding commitments or even
just for recreation and relaxation activities. It was in Woodrose Paref School, where a colleague of mine asked me
if I have been to Batanes before. Without batting an eye but with the mental image of my Philippine travel map, I
replied,” Not yet, and that’s the last region I have never been to.” To make the story short, we ardently started
saving and planning for our trip. We even watch the movie “Batanes”, just to have the prior feel and idea about this
awe-inspiring island. But it never happened because in January of 2008, I received an offer and an invitation to
teach in Okinawa. The following were the three deal making or breaking questions I asked to my future employer
then: Ist. Is there a Catholic Church nearby? 2nd. is it safe and secure in Okinawa? 3rd. How much is the salary?
The answer to my third question was more than enough for my survival and savings. You all probably know the
answer to the second one, since Okinawa is such a wonderful place. And for the first one, the answer I was given
was “It is the church where Filipino teachers go and mass is celebrated in English every Saturday at 7:00 p.m.”
Timely, I was on a retreat when I received this call. Is it the opportune time to leave the Philippines? Though my
mind got to see, I have not yet set my foot on Batanes. I prayed so hard and asked God for His will. Silently I
pondered and reflected all night. The next day, I believed it was not a coincidence when the communion song
during that retreat day was the song “Be Not Afraid”. God gave His answer and my journey to Okinawa, Japan
started.

To Okinawa

On April 29th 2008, my plane landed at Naha International Airport. It was smaller than I imagined it to be. I made
a request to my employer to take me straight from the airport to the nearest Catholic church. It was past seven in
the evening by the time we arrived at Oroku Catholic Church, since it was already late, it was closed and no one
was inside but I could slightly see the Blessed Sacrament from the glass door. I saw the statue of our Blessed Mother
and promised to be back on Saturday to attend my first mass in Okinawa. Delightfully, Saturday morning came and
I met our ever reliable Ate Linda and in the evening Fr. Alex and the Okudaira family. It was a small community
of lovely parishioners, Tita Anita, Tita Nitz and many more to mention! It was the time of Fr. Johnson when I start-
ed playing the guitar in the Saturday evening masses. Ate Linda and Tita Anita would always suggest songs for the
masses and we will practice them before the mass or after the mass, Tita Nitz gave me a handful of songbooks for
reference, and Tito Ed requested several songs. Every Saturday evening after the mass, Fr. Louie would sit with us
for some cup of tea just to talk about how our weekdays have been. Uncle Vincent, as always, had already set the
chairs and tables for this weekly gathering. It was usually how our Saturday unfolded. By 2010, Father Wayne
finally arrived in Oroku Catholic Church this was also the time when the number of Filipino teachers from our
school increased since our school was expanding. They, too, joined the Saturday community. In between the
liturgical seasons, we have our Parish Bazaar to celebrate the feast of Saint Francis; this was usually the occasion,
apart from Easter, when Saturday mass attendees met the Sunday mass goers. Our parish also became the host for
the 2nd GFC in 2013 which brought a lot of blessings and graces to be of service to God and His people. Ate Joi,
Ate Suzie, Ate Nancy, Kuya Nestor and many more generous people in Oroku took part in this event. The number
of my acquaintances increased as I met other Filipinos in the Diocese of Naha. Everyone was so eager to be together
in Christ’s name; everyone wanted to get involved. There was even a chartered bus from Yomitan Parish, whose
parishioners were the largest in attendance! Happy memories!. On April 26th 2014, Fr. Claver became our Parish
Priest. The Saturday community continued to grow, and with the flourishing tourism industry in Okinawa, Oroku
Catholic Church ministered to countless pilgrims, who toured the island and were blessed to join the Eucharistic
celebration.

Together with Fr. Claver, Fr. Naveen and Fr. Paul spiritually ministered to the Oroku Church parishioners from
2016 -2017. For Fr. Naveen, it was much longer, until he was assigned as the parish priest of IF'utenma Catholic
Church in 2019. In 2018, Fr. Denis became our parish priest. During this time, the GFCG Music Ministry was on the
roll. Put up together by Mercy, with Kuya Nestor on the bass guitar, Evelyn on the drums and vocals, Ate Tess on
the keyboards, I, on the guitar, Ate Linda, At Joi, Kuya Romy, Kuya Edwin and many more on the vocals God’s
grace was overﬂowmg that we were able to jam with music and co-minister with our fellow brothers and sisters in
Christ. From the GFC in Machara in 2017, in Futenma in 2018 and in Miyako in 2019, the GFC Music Ministry
kept the commitment to practice and serve through music. Thanks to the support of Fr. Rodney and Mercy and all
the parish priests who allowed us to use their parishes to hold our practices. Indeed, nostalgic musical memories.
The year 2020 started with a silent growl, with my mother’s passing on December 20th of 2019 and the pandemic
being declared in the middle of February, it was one of the trying times in my life. And I am sure, not just me but
almost everyone. But God kept us all in His great embrace, that no matter what happens, we will never be shaken.
In every trial or difficulty, God sends people to us to help us when we get stuck or feel lost. There is always a hand
reaching out, we just have to reach out as well. For me, there was Sis. Aiko and all my brothers and sisters in the
Cursillo Movement who helped me trace back my catholic faith foundation from my parents who were both
cursillistas. Likewise, Evelyn, Sr. Ivy and Mercy of Caritas Team Share inspired me on teaching and service. Sr.
Remy, Tita Helen, Tito Ed, Tita Lily, and Tita Nitz showered me with kindness and generosity. Fr. Francis, Fr.
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Denis and Fr. Maxim gave their time to hear my confessions.

As I write this chronological narrative of my fourteen years at Oroku Catholic Church, I teared up and cried, not
of sadness, but of joy and praise for God’s mercy and kindness. On how He brought people together, strengthening

all of us with His love and grace. And now, looking back, clearly it is not about me. It is all about God. God kept

on reaching out. God wants us to share His journey with us. Following His lead, we have all we need for our
journey. I am moving forward to another place where I believed God would like me to once again listen “Be not

afraid I go before you Come follow Me

knowing in my heart He will give me another faith journey to remember.
s mercy and kindness. On how He brought people together, strengthening

love and grace. And now, looking back, clearly it is not about me. It is all about God. God kept
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on reaching out. God wants us to share His journey with us. Following His lead, we have all we need for our
journey. I am moving forward to another place where I believed God would like me to once again listen “Be not

afraid I go before you Come follow Me”, knowing in my heart He will give me another faith journey to remember.
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