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Catholic Bunka Center

TOGETHER WE the global campaign launched by Caritas International with its slogan “Act Today for a better
Tomorrow”. Integral Ecology is the main focus of this campaign. The fact, that we are all connected to each other
and to our common home, the earth. Inspired by Laudato Si and Fratteli Tutti, the Holy Father invites all of us to
bring people together, to carry out new actions and initiatives specially at the grassroots level combatting poverty,
restoring dignity to the excluded and protecting nature in accord with integral ecology.

We at Caritas Naha launched our own way of building our community of care even before this campaign was
launched. Owur churches have opened our doors extending beyond our Faith Community. It was our response to
the needs brought about by the Pandemic. Iremember the statement mentioned by a person in charge of the social
welfare in Naha City. “I didn’t know that the church is open to everyone” she said. I couldn’t respond immediately
at that moment. But I know and believed that it was Jesus himself who taught us to welcome everyone, as we go
along the way, reaching our sisters and brothers through the little contributions from each of the churches as well
as their participation by extending outside the Faith community.

I am confident that, We in the Diocese of Naha will be able to actively participate with this new Caritas Campaign
“TOGETHER WE”. We can express and extend our friendship once again beyond our own Faith community.

Let’s join and work together, during the three year fold Caritas campaign by working together in dialogue with
people even outside our Faith. Acting today to create a culture of care and initiate ideas on how to care for our
common home. As the need arises, the hand that is able to reach will also multiply just like the parable of the
multiplication of the loaves. It is the miracle of love that God have manifested to all those sitting, while everyone
took their part to share. I believed that story manifests itself to each of us for wherever and whenever need arises,
humanity get together to share and help each other.

We are thankful to the participating churches above for their continued support in reaching out to our sisters and
brothers in the different social welfare and citizens group.

As Saint Teresa of Calcutta said “it is not a matter of how big you gave but it is how much love you put into it
that matters”.

Mercy Cristobal
Diocese of Naha - Caritas Japan Coordinator
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