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2023 Christmas Message : ﬁ ﬁ

“The Heart of Christmas ”

Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese,

Every Catholic family has some Christmas traditions of their own. My family went to my grandparents home
every year on Christmas Eve and after getting a few presents, we would all go to midnight Mass at the nearby
church. Then it was time for us to go home to bed and wait for Santa to come to our home while we were asleep.
Next morning (very early) we would find our gifts under the Christmas tree. Christmas Day was for the family
and we usually had a big meal together. I have wonderful memories of Christmas.

My family had a Christmas tradition of its own. There always would be Christmas Stockings for the children
near the tree. Other families had Stockings filled with candy but my family usually put a banana in each of the
Stockings. And every year, one of us children would ask, “Why are there bananas in the Christmas Stockings?”
My father would usually answer this question every year by saying that this is to remind us that not every family
is as blessed as we are. My father and mother were from poor families and having a banana was a once-a-year
treat for them!!! My father would then talk about our extended family and all that it had experienced over the
years. The upshot of the talk, was that we must be grateful to God for all that we had. And that we cannot forget
that others may be without their families this Christmas and may be in the same situation as Joseph, Mary, and
Jesus in Bethlehem and are without a place to stay.

There was a little of something for everyone in our Christmas celebration: Mass and Church, Christmas
songs, prayers, family time, good food and gifts,

0' ’ Z7 Z remembering the poor and so much more. Even now,

I can clearly recall my father’s joy at telling us about

ﬁ“ﬁta:‘: 3“‘ \;d the history of my family. How much of his story was

based on fact and how much was memories is very

difficult to say but one thing is certain, my father was
absolutely convinced that without God and without
our Catholic faith, our family would not have been so
blessed over the years. I did not know it at the time,
but my father was giving witness to his faith in Jesus to
his children.

Make this Christmas special for your children by
instituting traditions in your family celebrations that
will last a life-time. Tell your children that Christmas

i is not mainly about the gifts; rather it is about the
| FELTYVRD2RAN—F 4 — birthday of our Savior Jesus Christ, it is about family
|

Nafhia Diocese — Children’s Christmas Party ‘ and it 1s about our Catholic faith.
- — |

Iu‘ H:2023412H30 () December30™ 2023 (Sat.) Merry Christmas!!!
I H:13:30 ~ 17:30 1:30 PM - 5:30 PM
Il sss May God bless you and your loved

: A bY v IREES Asato Catholic Church

|
- i
: |
: S HAGREE e |
! GRE  THALBRINTSL @ i

2 YOU’'RE ALL INVITED ©

ones during the holidays.

Bishop Wayne
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