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P.S. God Loves You
By: Fr. Rodney Mondido, MSP

A story once told that a young lady received a letter from her sweetheart on Valentine's
Day. The letter read: "Dearest Jane, I could swim the mighty ocean for one glance from
your lovely eyes; I could walk through a wall of flames for one touch of your hand; I
could leap the widest stream for a word from your warm lips and as always, your own
Johnny. P.S. —I'll be over to see you on Sunday night if it does not rain."

February is often known for being a month dedicated to and all about love. But what
is love? We use the word “love” a lot. It 1s a mighty word when used in the proper
context. We understand the difference between saying “we love McDonald
cheeseburgers, or we love Jollibee chicken,” “we love our parents so much” and we
love God.” There is a profound difference. And a key thing about the word “love” 1s
that it 1s an action word. Without action, love remains an empty word; love is unreal
and superficial.

Moreover, we often think of Valentine's Day as the only day for couples to show
their love to one another, but we rarely use February 14 to remind us of God's
unmatched love for us, His children. Maybe for some single people, Valentine's Day
can be a bitter reminder of their singleness and desire for a relationship. For religious
people, Valentine's Day could remind them why they have embraced celibacy and
realize that only the Lord fulfills the heart's deepest longing, as St. Augustine puts it.
God does not leave anyone single, lonely, or alone in His relationship because out of His
unending love and grace, He gave up His only son for us. He gave us eternal life
because of His great and undying love for each of us.

Therefore, Valentine reminds us of the gift of God to humankind and the genuine
love of God in our hearts. God loves us unconditionally and sacrificially, as He loves
us till the very end. His kind of love is without any strings attached to it. The
theologian C.S. Lewis once said, “He died not for men, but for each man. He would
have done no less if each man had been the only artificial.” God loves us so much that
if we were the only people on earth, He still would have sent His Son for us.

Secondly, we will celebrate “Diocesan Day” on February 11, a day of thanksgiving
to God for His constant outpouring of graces that have made Naha Diocese what it
is now. It is a day of praying and remembering all our pioneering missionary priests
and dedicated faithful who had laid the foundations. On that day, too, there will be a
special blessing for the members of religious communities, priests, deacons, and
married couples celebrating their golden 50th anniversaries. While thanking God for all
graces, this 1s also a joyful celebration of Bishop Wayne F. Berndt O.F.M.Cap. for his
5th Episcopal Ordination Anniversary.

May the various celebrations for this month of February be a joyful reminder of
God’s constant love to all. Happy Valentine’s Day!
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