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Mass in The Pandemic : both sides of view between
Indonesia and Okinawa

By Lucia K. Herwening (Maehara Catholic)

First of all, I am thankful to Jesus for this opportunity to share my experiences as an
international Catholic student in Okinawa. During my first weeks in Japan, I needed to do
quarantine, and during that time, I attended the Sunday mass online. I felt something missing every
time I attended online mass. Then, during my quarantine days, I searched for the nearby catholic
church from my campus, Ryukyu University. I am super relieved and grateful that the Maehara
Catholic Church is walkable from my dorm.

Long story short, my quarantine days ended, and I finally went to Okinawa. I couldn’t wait to
see Okinawa’s Ocean, but for sure, I really miss attending church. At that time, the end of April
2022, in Indonesia, especially Jakarta, if you want to join the mass, you need to register with an
application system that is integrated with a personal database. People older than 60 years old were
not allowed to join the offline mass because of the high risk of getting infected by the COVID-19
virus. Besides, kids under 12 years old were not allowed to attend the Sunday mass. Meanwhile, my
mom was 60 years old at that time, so she couldn’t go to church. My mom was quite upset and sad
because she couldn’t get the holy bread. Well, in that case, fortunately, people who are allowed to
attend mass directly in the church can take charge of delivering the holy bread to those who need
it. However, before you took home the holy bread, you needed to join the mass and proof it with
the barcode sent for you to prevent misuse. Every week at that time, when I need to bring the holy
bread from the church to my house for my mom, I feel like St. Tarsicius, who brought the holy
bread to prisoners. It’s not an easy task; that time before I took the holy bread, I was praying,
fasting, and concentrating to not make unnecessary interactions. After that, I felt so grateful and
happy that, under Jesus' guidance, I could give the holy bread to my mom. At the same time, people
who have been waiting for the holy bread at home did the mass online (which was mandatory, even
though the church couldn’t check it one by one, but the Holy Spirit sure guided us to do so).

Then I arrived in Okinawa. In the early days here, I checked the route from my dorm to the
church. I am relieved *yokatta the church is near. I enjoy the time spent walking from the dorm to
church. Then, I still remember the day I met Father Denise. I asked about the schedule of the mass,
and should I need to do the online registration before? Or should I fill out some forms for my
personal information? Moreover, I was quite shocked and happy because attending mass here is not
a requirement. I felt relieved and grateful for that; it seemed like the normal days before the pandemic.
I am also glad; all ages are free to attend the mass.

Two months passed, and my time was coming to take charge of universal prayer. I was so
panicked and anxious; that was my first-time taking charge of the liturgy. While in Jakarta, I never
took charge of any liturgical task. Mostly in Indonesia, the ones who did the universal prayer were
the lectors. Every person who wants to become a lector needs to take lector courses for several
months and practice a lot. Under the training from the mentors, there will be an assessment for the
lector candidates. So many people want to become lectors, so while I was in Indonesia, I had no
intention to become a lector. The reason is that I thought many people would do it, and there are
always a lot of human resources available. Well, to be honest, sometimes I was thinking of serving as
a lector as well, but it seems I am not good enough as a lector.

In contrast, in Okinawa (in my case, Maehara Catholic Church), everyone is welcome to
become the lector. Then I realized that becoming the lector or any role in the church is not based
on how good you are at it; rather, the most important point is how sincere you want to serve Jesus
and people. Once again and always, I feel grateful for all these opportunities.

(¢<~Next 3page)
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Another interesting point of view is that Catholics are a minority in Indonesia. The Catholic
Church in Indonesia (Indonesian: Gereja Katolik di Indonesia) is part of the worldwide Catholic
Church, under the spiritual leadership of the pope in Rome. Catholicism is one of the six
approved religions in Indonesia, the others being Islam, Protestantism, Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Confucianism. According to official figures, Catholics made up 3.12 percent of the population in
2018. The number of Catholics is, therefore, more than 8.3 million. Indonesia is primarily Muslim,
but Catholicism is the dominant faith in certain areas of the country. Even though Catholics are the
minority in my hometown, the Catholics in my church are (more or less) 7.900 families (based on
2007 data). Because there are so many people at one mass, we usually have three masses on Sunday.
I need to arrive very early to get a seat, so I arrived early the first time I visited Okinawa, but there
were still fewer people. What an experience.

In the end, I am glad I could be a part of the Catholic community here. I feel warm because I
do not feel alone. I feel like being with my family. Then, the most precious one, I can contribute to
serving Jesus in the Eucharist. So that’s all my little point of view, and I hope you enjoy reading it.
Ja, Jesus bless you all.
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