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Miyako Parish is an Integral Community

By: Fr. Joachim Phan Dinh Hoai,Parish Priest
Miyako Hirara Catholic Church

As Catholic faithful, we all know that one of the most important character of our Church is
unity, together with holy, catholic and apostolic characters. When Jesus journeyed with His
disciples, He used the image of wine and branches to express the necessity of the unity among all
members of the disciples. He said to His disciples: “I am the vine and you are the branches. If the
one who remains in me and I in him, will bear much fruit. For apart from me you can do nothing.”
(Jn. 15, 5).

Realizing the true value of unity, St Paul time and again emphasized the importance of the
integration and mutual acceptance of all members in the early faithful communities. He addressed
in the letter to the Galatians that they were not separated from one another; rather, they would be
always united in Christ. He wrote: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, Slave nor Free, male nor
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” (Gal. 3, 28).

However, in the journey of our Church, here and there, we still see un-united communities where
members find difficult to adjust into, or to be accepted. The causes are many: the difference of
custom, culture, social system and so on.

Our Church has paid much attention to this issue. This reality has been pointed out and
discussed in different levels in our Church, in order to help all members totally and effectively take
part in the life of community where they are living. One of the concrete activities is the recent
Synod, which allows and encourages all of us to contribute opinions and ideas for the betterment
of the unity in each community, as a universal Church.

In line with this, looking at the spiritual and pastoral life of our Diocese, I thank God for the
guidance and protection. God always loves us and keeps all of us united to one another, although
many of our parish communities are formed by members from different cultural background or
different countries. The Miyako parish, which I am assigned as a pastor, is one of these.

According to the historical record, Miyako parish was established in 1957. Since then, together
with their past pastors, the parish has grown up, thanks to the efforts and contribution of both
native and foreign parishioners.

At the beginning, Fr. Martin spiritually nourished all members with Sacraments, especially the
Eucharist. As an evangelizer, he often visited the family of parishioners and even the non-Catholic
families in the rural areas such as Bora or Karimata village. For foreigners, Fr. Martin tried to
accommodate and instruct them well so that they could quickly settle in new environment setting.

At that time, there were separated Masses: Japanese Mass for the native parishioners and
English Mass for foreigners. Later on, the foreign parishioners gradually integrated themselves into
the community. Step by step they took part in very well to the activities of the parish.

Now, about half of the parish members are foreigners, most of them are Filipina. Many of them
already settled in Miyako for a period of time, so they are able to get along with native parishioners very
well. They participate on all the activities of the parish community. In the past, they were instructed
and guided to integrate into the community, now it is their turn to help the newcomer to join and
become members. Furthermore, the Filipina in Miyako have integrated well, not only to the parish
community, but they also contribute to the cultural richness of Miyako Island. They introduced the
folk dances of the Philippines to Miyako people. They often perform folk dance called “Bamboo
Dance” during festivals in Miyako.

Together with Japanese and TFilipina parishioners, recently our parish community also
welcome the new Vietnamese members. They really need to be helped and guided by the others so
that they can quickly be one with us in our community. If before, we had English Mass for the
foreigners, now I say Mass in Vietnamese for them twice a month. In near future, hopefully the
new comers will also mingle well with the community and become one with us.

I believe that God always protect our parish community. Like St Paul affirmed the Roman
faithful community that in Christ, though they were many formed one body, so Miyako Catholic
community too, we become an integral community in Jesus Christ.

May God always bless us and keep our community in His love!
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Pastors Parish Council Presidents

T The Peace of the Lord be with you!

It is my pleasure to announce to you that the plans for the 54th Annual Naha Diocesan Summer Camp 2023,“Let Us
Walk Together” have been completed. The summer time is when our children can have many experiences that they
may not be able to have at home or at school that can reaffirm life and give them memories that can last a lifetime.
Through the summer camp experience our children from their childhood can make friends with other children in the
diocese that have the same faith. It is my hope that they will make many life-long friendships during the summer camp.
It should also be noted that the summer camp is not just a time for outside activities but is considered an integral part
of the faith education of our children. I realize that you are very busy in the parishes but I would appreciate your full
cooperation with our summer program. It is my hope that this year as well many of our children will be able to attend
the summer camp. Bp. Wayne Francis Berndt, OFM Cap
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& RS oo 85 H (1) FH19:30 ~ F1£5:00
Junior/Senior High----- August 5 (Sat) 9:30AM ~ 5:00PM
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