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Naha Dicocese 54th Summer Camp

Fr. Joseph Bui Duc Dung

Naha Diocese — Youth Director

Every year, when summer comes, We in Naha Diocese always prepare for the
“Summer Camp”. This year’s Summer Camp theme is “ Walking Together”. The
theme was chosen from Pope Francis calling on the way of synodality.

Remember, in May of 2021, Pope Francis did an amazing and unprecedented
thing. He called on every member of the church around the world to become participants
in the “Synod on Synodality”. Synodality which means “walking together”. Pope
Francis intention here is that the journey of this synod being a shared journey
begins from all members at the diocesan level sharing and reflecting together. An
important journey towards our Future.

As Bishop Wayne spoke in his invitation for the Summer Camp. “ The Summer
camp 1s also considered an integral part of the faith education of our children”.
Heeding to the Pope’s calling and our Bishop’s message, we invited and sent application
forms to all the children in all the parishes of the diocese and gathered them for this
Summer Camp 2023. The Summer Camp for primary school was on July 29 with 24
children in attendance and held at mission beach. And for the Junior and Senior
High School batch there was a venue change due to the recent typhoon from Mission
Beach to Asato Catholic Church on August 12 and was participated by 22 students.

As in-charge of the summer camp this year, I would like to thank very much our
Bishop, priests, sisters and all Naha diocesan parishioners, Knights of Columbus
(council Okinawa Japan) for the love, prayers, support and cooperation to have a
safe and enjoying Summer camp.

I would like to extend my gratitude to all the parents who allowed their children
to join the summer camp. Also am thankful to all the participants who came to share
their journey. Hopefully, we wish to see all of you again next year for the 55th
Summer Camp.

I also would like to thank the small group of youth of Naha diocese, in helping
me to organize this Summer camp.

Finally, Let us give thanks to God for his guidance and protection to make this
year Summer Camp a successful one.
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