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2024 Catholic Korea Peace Forum
By: Fr. Joseph Bui-Awase Catholic Church

On October 16-21, I accompanied seven youths from Okinawa representing the different
Parishes upon the invitation of Fr. Peter Kang of the Catholic Institute of Northeast Asia Peace
(CINAP) who is working for the establishment of Peace and reconciliation in the region. Youth
from the U.S., Korea and mainland Japan were also represented.

We attended the “2024 Catholic Korea Peace Forum” In Seoul and Paju (located in the north,
one hour from Seoul) This Forum was also sponsored by the Korean Ministry of Culture, Sports
and Tourism. As this was also an opportunity to reflect on the solidarity for Peacebuilding and the
role of young people for Peace in northeast Asia.

We were divided into six groups and each group was composed of different nationalities. We
discussed the difficult issues of the history of the Korean War as well as the current issues and
difficulties facing Northeast Asia (South Korea, Japan, China and North Korea) including the
responsibilities of the United States and United Nations.

For two days we stayed at the Catholic Church of Repentance and Atonement at Paju, Gyeong-
gi-do. This city is only two kilometers from the border that separates North and South Korea. The
event culminated with the Holy Mass celebrated by Bishop Peter Lee Ki-Hoen.

This trip to Korea was a wonderful experience for all of us. We were deeply moved by the kind,
gentle and wonderful people we encountered.
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( Parco City seashore area beach clean up )
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