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"of the/Messiah.

Brothers and Sisters of Naha Dlocese,

The Christmas season has come around again this year. Among the mysteries of Christ
celebrated every year, Christmas is the most popular day, celebrated by people all over the
world, whether they are Christians or not. However, since Christmas is fundamentally a
Christian celebration, as Christians we have a special mission each year to savor the message
of God’s grace hidden in the event of the birth of the Messiah.

There are many episodes related to the birth of the Messiah written in the Bible, but this
year I would like to deepen our understanding of a part of the mystery of the birth of the Messi-
ah by taking up the journey of the Wise Men. Scripture records that the Wise Men came from
the East. Traveling at that time was full of difficulties and perils and could be a life-threatening
endeavor. If peace of mind, safety, and stability were considered paramount to them, they
would not have undertaken such a journey. They were not looking for security, they were
searching for the meaning of life by finding a Messiah. They did not know it at the time, but
the Messiah they were looking for was Jesus.

The East where the Wise Men lived comfortably was a region of advanced civilization, and
was by no means a poor place. It seems that the Wise Men were of a certain level of nobility.
Nevertheless, it was a region where God was not known, and where human power and ideas
ruled. Although they prospered materially and lived without want, it was not an ideal world
full of love and compassion, but a world built on the sacrifices of the poor. They were able to
recognize the deception and falsehood of the world in which they lived. They set off on their
journey because they found in the light of the stars an invitation from God. They wanted more
than only their culture could offer them. They wanted the ideals and hope that God showed
them; they wanted a Messiah; they wanted to know how to live and how to have eternal life.

Only God could give them what they wanted and so they went on a journey in search of
a Messiah who could show them the way to God. In the end, after much traveling and many
difficulties, after being deceived by Herod and after having consulted the Scriptures, they
found what they were looking for in Jesus. They were changed by their journey. They returned
home by a different road. Jesus became their road. They did not need an external star to light
their way; they now had the light of Jesus within their hearts to guide them. They had found
their Messiah.

We too are on the same journey, the search for our Messiah. We need to acknowledge that
we need a Messiah; someone to show us the way we should live. To find the Messiah is the goal
of human life. To search for the Messiah gives our life meaning. Because we have been made
in God's image by our Creator, we cannot have true rest and real peace until we rest in God.
Jesus is the Way, the Life and the Truth. He is our true peace of mind; he is our safety; and he
is our stability. The Wise Men learned this from their journey. We too must discover this same
truth during our own life’s journey as welll!! No one can do this for us; only each person can
decide to undertake the journey to find God themselves.

Have a wonderful Christmas. May the true Messiah guide you on your life’s journey. You
will all be in my prayers and remembered at my Masses on Christmas day. Say a prayer for
me as well.

Happy Christmas!!!
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