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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Naha Diocese,
Happy New Year !

I hope that your New Year will be filled with every blessing from God both for
you and for all your loved ones. Thank you for all your hard work in the parishes
and in the diocese to keep everyone safe from the pandemic. Also thank you for
your prayers for my health and for the health of all the priests of the diocese
during the past year. My New Year’s prayer is that 2022 will be a year of good
health, safety, and peace for everyone in Okinawa.

During the coming year, in our Churches both here in Okinawa and throughout
the world, the Synod called by Pope Francis will be the focus of our attention.
The threefold theme of the Synod is: Communion, Participation and Mission.
The Pope has asked everyone to take part in the Synod by discussing these themes
during the coming year. In Naha Diocese most of these discussions will be held in
the individual parishes but there will also be a diocesan gathering during the year.
For this reason, I have decided to make the threefold theme of the Synod, our
diocesan aim/theme for this year. In Japanese, for the theme of Communion, we
will use the words, 2&H D %% ; for Participation, we will use the words, J1&bH; and
for the theme of Mission, we will use the words, WO BETHILEITFELS.

As you know the word, Communion, means Holy Communion to most of us,
but in this case, it is not only referring to Holy Communion but is mainly referring
to the deep relationship that we have as Christians with each other in our Lord
Jesus Christ. Through prayer and discussions, we hope to deepen our feelings of
communion with each other during the coming year.

Participation in Church services and in parish activities is both a right and a
privilege for all Catholics. This participation is not only limited to going to Mass
on Sunday, but also includes living out our faith in our daily lives at home and at
work. It also includes participation in lay associations, prayer groups, and Bible
study groups etc. that than can deepen our faith.

In order to deepen our faith, let us try to attend some of the activities at the
local parish or on the diocesan level during the coming year.

Mission has many meanings and is a broad concept but it certainly includes
inviting others to learn about Jesus and his church. We should be proud of our
faith and when possible, share our faith with others. Also sharing the scriptures
with others is also a vital part of our mission as Catholics. It is my hope that at
each parish the parishioners will talk together about the mission that God has
entrusted to us as Catholics. Each of the parishes could even develop a mission
plan for the coming year.

I am sure that discussing the thematic words of the Synod: Communion, Partic-
ipation and Mission, will be a catalyst for fostering many innovative ideas and be
the starting point for many new activities in our parishes. May God bless us as we
strive to build up the Kingdom of God in Okinawa during the coming year.

God Bless you and may you have a wonderful New Year!

Bishop-Wayne
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