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Let us begin with newness !!!

By: Bishop Berard T. Oshikawa, OFM Conv.

Jesus though he is God became man to live amongst
us. This was what we have celebrated some days ago,
the birth of our saviour, the celebration of Christmas.
The Church receives the joy and peace as it welcomes
the New Year. Let us begin with a new heart of faith.

On February 7, 2017 at Osaka diocese the long
awaited beatification of Takayama Ukon a Christian
warlord who was ousted from Japan in the early 17th
century, he was born in 1552 was baptized at the age
of 12. Following the Tokugawa feudal government’ s
ban on Christianity, he was exiled to Manila in 1614
and died of disease the following year. The approval of
Takayama as beatus, or blessed, the stage below a
saint, followed the a campaign by Catholics in Japan
for even if 400 years ago have passed the way he
lived serves as a light that still shines on the people of
the present time. This beatification gives the Japanese
Church a great joy.

This modern era we are enjoying the free practice
of faith/religion. It is not honor or power but loving
God and having faith that we can learn from Takaya-
ma Ukons’ faith life which I think we can learn
something new. Takayama Ukon who will soon be
beatified as “blessed” with the grace of God and his
spirituality gave witnessed to a lot of people about
Gods love through his life. He endured the persecution
even left his motherland to give value to his faith. He
passed away in a foreign land with Gods’ blessing,
praising, thanking, praying, having peace and
abundant joy. Through the intercession of Takayama
Ukon let us also renew our faith life and live with the
example he have walked.

This year our diocesan aim is in correlation with
the declaration of His Holiness Pope Francis that the
next synod of bishops will focus on the “Young people,
faith and vocational discernment”. The church and
even the society hope are the young people. The
Church gives emphasis on the young people for
without them the church future is at stake. This year,
the diocese of Naha Summer camp is celebrating its
50th anniversary. The event is dedicated for the
catechesis and camaraderie of our younger generation
within the diocese. The building where it is held every
year, together with the first attendees of this camp
have grown in age. The mission beach where it stands
is a home for every campers who have attended the
diocesan summer camp. It is where they felt they are
not few, but there are others like them with the same
faith from different parishes. It is where our children
find friends they can call with the same belief as they
are brought to by their parents. The retreat house is a
symbol of faith for our children and young people that
look forward of the yearly camp. But the structure
needs some repairs due to its present condition.
Together as one family in this diocese let us help in
the big projects that are coming concerning the retreat
house “moku sou no ie” fund raising activities. It is not
only the concern of the Young people but even us, we
maybe 80, 90 years old we all hope for our young
people to continue the faith and pass it from
generation to generation.

Let us start renewing our faith and helping the
faith to be passed from generation to generation.
Happy New Year !!!

SLRC Migrants Office Island Activity

Baptism of Mathew Chinen at Ie Island
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