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A MAN WHO WALKED THE PATH OF OBEDIENCE

JUSTO TAKAYAMA UKON (1552-1615)

(Excerpt from CBCJ leaflet released for promoting the canonization)

February 7, 2017 marks another milestone in the
history of the Catholic Church especially of Japan as
Takayama Ukon beatified as Martyr of faith. But
who is Takayama Ukon? Why is his beatification
very timely to this century?

;

r - l i:. ez |

The famous Christian feudal lord

Justo Takayama Ukon (1552-1615)

laid the foundation on which the

Church described above was

solidly built. Ukon is known as a

typical feudal lord active in the

middle of the 16th century,
during the latter part of Japan’s

century of civil wars. Ukon met

up with Jesuit missionaries and

was baptized at the age of 12

along with his father Dario. Ukon was an active and
trusted vassal of Oda Nobunaga(1534-1582), who

finally subdued the long drawn out civil wars, as

well as of Hideyoshi, Nobunaga’s successor. These

two Shoguns made major moves toward concentrat-
ing their own personal control over the whole of

Japan. However, although Hideyoshi had previously

shown understanding toward the Church, in 1587 he

suddenly did an about face in his religious policy.
Ordering the deportation of missionaries, destroying

churches in Kyoto and Osaka, and urging the

Christian feudal lords to renounce their faith. Ukon,
refusing to renounce his faith, was deprived of his

rank and his fiefdom was attacked. After the death
of Hideyoshi, the Tokugawa family took control of
the whole country and established their shogunate

government in Edo (present day Tokyo). They

continued to pursue a policy of prohibiting Christiani-
ty. The shogunate feared the influence of Ukon, and
in 1614 exiled him to the Philippines along with

more that 300 Christians. On reaching Manila, they
were given a national welcome, but before long

Ukon fell gravely ill and died in Manila during the

night of February 3, 1615, some 40 days after his

arrival there. He was given a national funeral and

was buried in the Philippines.

1 UKON’S MESSAGE FOR US
i TODAY: THE PRINCIPLE OF
CHOICE Ukon was often placed
5 in situations where important and

© decisive life choices had to be
made which could not be avoided
by a military commander
belonging to the powerful ruling
class. He stood at the very
forefront where the values of God
and that of the world come into
greatest conflict. Decisive choices that cannot be
avoided have to be made by any Christian leader in
whatever age. Ukon held clear principles for
choosing the path that would lead to God and would
lead to correct decisions. To answer to the love of
God who, in order to love without limit and to save
we sinners, took on himself mankind's destiny to
die this was Ukon'’s basic principle. That was the
only thing he kept in view. This alone was the
standard of the major decisionshe made throughout
his life. There was no room for compromise. What
moved Ukon was the belief that remaining in the
love of God was the road to human happiness. Ukon
was not mistaken regarding the road to be chosen. It
was the road of downward mobility as a disciple of
the Lord. In that warring age when everyone strove
to climb upward, Ukon chose the path of abasement.
Through his choices at each of life’s junctures, Ukon
became visibly poorer. However, Ukon's heart
became richer. The downward path that Ukon took
was the way of Christ, the way of the cross. On this
downward path one meets God, who is waiting there.
Firm hope is found there, because as Christians we
know that God lowered himself and chose to become
poor for the salvation of mankind. Ukon ascended
with Jesus and was received into the presence of the
Father. Those who live close to the ground know
that God is near. Ukon teaches us that. In the present
age, when we are urged to make choices from
among various values that promise happiness, people
who adhere to Jesus can learn from the life of Ukon
to follow the Lord directly, without deviation or error.
(Excerpt from CBCJ leaflet released for promoting
the canonization)

COME AND SEE EVENTS!!!

February 7, 2017- Beatification of Justo Takayama Ukon 12:00-15:00p.m. Osaka-jo Hall-
February 11, 2017- Diocese Day Asato Catholic Church 14:00pm-50th priestly ordination of
His Excellency Bishop Berard T. Oshikawa, OFM Conv.; 60" priestly ordination of Fr.
LaSalle ; 50" religious profession of Sr. Raphael Masako Higa; 50 th wedding anniversary
of several couples.

March 5, 2017 - Sto. Nino Celebration at 10:00a.m. ; Gushikawa Catholic Church.
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