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2026 New Year’s Message Bp. Wayne Berndt

»" “THINKING OF PEACE AS HOLY” "=

Happy New Year! As we enter the New Year of 2026, I can still easily recall the image of Pope Leo XIV
coming out onto the balcony of the Vatican right after his election and saying his first words as the new
pope: “Peace be with you all.” Our two Japanese Cardinals who were present at the Conclave fondly
remember these first words of the new pope and the tremendous and joyful response of the crowds who were
waiting in St. Peter’s Square. The new pope had given a name to the deepest desire of the whole world;
namely, the desire for peace.

Considering these words of Pope Leo at the time of his election, and because of the words that he has
spoken about peace on other occasions as his papacy has unfolded, I along with the Presbyteral Council of
Naha Diocese, have decided on the following words for our diocesan motto for 2026. This motto is a com-
posite of words about peace that the Holy Father has spoken on several different occasions.

“Peace 1s Holy, the Will of God, and a Constant Journey of Reconciliation”

Since I will not be able to comment on the whole motto in detail here, it is my hope that in the upcoming
editions of the diocesan newspaper, that the depth of the meaning of the motto will be explored in more
detail. For now, I would like to speak briefly about the first part: “Peace is Holy.”

In the Scriptures, Jesus Christ embodies peace. In John 14:27, Jesus said, "Peace I leave with you; My peace
I give to you." Furthermore, Jesus taught us to follow his example when he said: "Blessed are the peacemak-
ers, for they will be called sons (and daughters) of God" (Matthew 5:9).

In the Scriptures, Jesus Christ also embodies holiness. In 1 Peter 1:15-16 exhorts, "But just as he who
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do, for it is written: 'Be holy, because I am holy."

Peace and holiness are deeply interconnected. In Hebrews 12:14, St Paul emphasizes the necessity of
both peace and holiness: "Pursue peace with everyone, as well as holiness, without which no one will see the
Lord." Peace 1s both a gift from God and a fruit of a holy life, while holiness is the pathway to experiencing
the fullness of God's peace. Together, they form the foundation of a life that reflects God's character and
fulfills His purposes. For this reason, Pope Leo has clearly stated that: “Peace is Holy.”

Have a very Happy New Year! Echoing the words of Pope Leo, during the coming year, may “Peace be
with you all.”
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