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In the service of God and His people.
Fr. Denis Fernandes, OFM Cap.

“I have loved you with an everlasting love, therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you” (Jer 31:3) were the
scripture words I had chosen at my ordination time. As I look back on the past 25 years as Jesus’ priest, I can confidently say
God has been faithful to me and loved me unconditionally, despite of my unworthiness and weaknesses. My heart is filled
with gratitude and at the same time with humility I would like to offer my sincere thanks to God and for all those who played
a great role in my life.

The foundation for my vocation was laid in my family, especially the prayer life of my grandparents. They prayed with
great devotion and faith every morning and evening. As I grew up, my partlclpatlon in the church activities, especially as
altar server, strengthened my desire to be a priest one day. When I was in junior high school, my then parish priest
introduced me to the Capuchins and I continued my senior high school studies staying with the Capuchin priests.

When I finished my senior high school, I decided to enter the Capuchin order. From then on, till my ordination it has
been a journey of 13 years. During this period, I experienced God’s love, abundant blessings, support and
encouragement from so many people. As I continued my formation, the grace of God led me to realize who I am, and
gradual change took place within me and thus helped me to deepen my religious and priestly vocation.

When I was in seminary, I heard about the life experiences of missionaries, both within India and abroad, and there was
a desire within me, if there is a chance to be a missionary, I would willingly accept it.

When I was a deacon, my name was suggested to be a missionary in Japan. I was not hesitant at this proposal. I landed
in Japan in September 2001, within few months of my ordination. Once I reached Okinawa, I began my language study.
I felt it was hard, but the support and encouragement of friars, lay faithful of Naha and Saitama diocese helped me to
overcome the struggle. On completing my two years of language study, I was appointed as the parish priest at Futenma
church. I served 7 years in Futenma church, and my next appointment was in the diocese of Saitama. It gave me an
opportunity to widen my horizons, experience new cultures and get many opportunities to serve in different ministries. In
the year 2018, I came back to Naha diocese, to serve in Oroku church. It was like a home coming, where I felt accepted
and loved. From April 2021 onwards, I am ministering in Machara church and work in the Catholic junior and senior
high school. As I look back all these years of my religious and priestly journey, I am very well convinced, it 1s Jesus who
has chosen me, despite my weaknesses, unworthiness and failures and He continues His faithfulness to me.

As I completed 25 years of my priestly life, I am grateful for the wishes and prayers offered on February 11, as we
celebrated the Diocese Day. I take this opportunity to thank Bishop Wayne and Bishop emeritus Oshikawa, for their
encouragement, guidance and trust in me and all the priests and lay faithful of the Naha diocese for their continued
support, understanding and prayers. It is also time for me to renew my commitment in God’s service and his people.
Do continue to pray for me as I promise you, my prayers. Thank you.
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