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Easter Message 2026 ~ Bishop Wayne
"My Lord and my God!" (John 20:28)

Happy Easter! This year, our church community is filled with joy as we welcome new brothers and sisters
into our lives, and we rejoice in the growth of the Mystical Body of Christ. To all the newly baptized, I extend

my heartfelt congratulations.

As we go through the Easter Season and we read the many accounts of Jesus Resurrection, there is a very
striking feature common to all the accounts. Even though Jesus appears to the disciples at very different venues:
near the sea, in houses, and on roads etc., the disciples are always on edge, feeling guilty, are fearful and are
doubting their faith in Jesus. What is common to all the accounts is that once they encounter the Resurrected
Jesus their fears, doubts, guilt and lack of faith is replaced by joy, faith, and a feeling of forgiveness. Their
encounter with the Risen Christ completely changes them and they begin to have a taste of the grace of the
Resurrection. The disciples said to one another, “Were not our hearts set on fire when he spoke to us on the
road and explained the Scriptures to us?” (Luke 24:32) “And they said, “The Lord has risen and has appeared to
Simon.”” (Luke 24:34)

In our own lives we usually think of Resurrection as something that will happen to us when we enter eternal
life. However, our faith teaches us that we can get a little taste of what Resurrection means when we deepen our
personal encounter with Jesus. Getting closer to Jesus is one of the joys of our present life and it is a way to get
a foretaste of heaven. All the saints tell us that a deep encounter with Jesus will lessen our worries and our fears.
It will strengthen our faith and our trust in God. In the words of St. Peter, “Do your best to add these things to
your lives: to your faith, add goodness; and to your goodness, add knowledge; and to your knowledge, add
self-control; and to your self-control, add patience; and to your patience, add service for God; and to your
service for God, add kindness for your brothers and sisters in Christ; and to this kindness, add love.” (Peter 2
1:5-7)

Even now as a bishop I realize that I have little control of events
and that I do not know the future. So, every night before I sleep, I
consciously put my soul and the souls of all those who have been
entrusted to me by God, into his hands by saying this prayer: “Protect
us, Lord as we stay awake; watch over us as we sleep, that awake, we
may keep watch with Christ, and asleep rest in his peace.” Then I get
a good night’s sleep!!!!

We are loved by God, and as believers we must trust Him and place
our lives completely in His hands so that we can experience the joy of

the Resurrection.

CHEBDHDTESTIVET,
Maligayang Pasko ng Pagkabuhay!
Chuc Mung Phuc Sinh!

Felices Pascuas!
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