SEOHEDBAE

Fhl3EL 23D DA E
‘a ). %2 Xm0
‘ @ T902-0067 FREFEHRE3S-7-2

A Yy OBBEHRXAER
TEL.098-863-2020 FAX.098-863-8474
RTA WFE/N—> NE 12840/

http://www.naha.catholic.jp/

(1) 20264E10H 1 H EHLIHZEM) HRU w2 IEZXE#H MINAMI NO KOMYO %8155 (10A%)

SHOBFEA MUY IHE : REELHRE

BEOHANT M) v I BEDORERDE, Z<DAARARERZADND LNERTAL. HA
B MU v U al#Ei#Es (CBCJ 2024) O#istick s &, 20 10 FERMTRHEER. SRIELE.
HARAFR O EREICH DL THET., ZHTmA, HEROEEMEPRELTE OB L W
ZRENDSHEIZHERLUTWET., LML, HFEEFICHEZEDNTLUES &, #kENEN
ICHEDTHBENAMEEREZELELTLEVNET, EQXHIRKFRICHBZENTNORBNH 0.
SFIXFE T, BEBRBIANEMD > THEART IS BN TSR RONS LNEE A,
WMIBIHWIC, BEEHETHSEE2D0H L VEEZVVNWTLZINET, AARADEED
JERMNFEHL TWB X HIZ. BAIOHEF=S DR, BhFU Ty o oRHMt. 2L THEL
I7FL K7 A4 @R  BEOREOKRRIZESET. —HTsE Kbk ERA2XDARHEN Fid EMD
ARy 2HREHE HLWE] OBEVER->TEXELEZ, TOLT, 2T BAHEMINDORR ST
5. SHNEZITHRNTNET,
BHEZHIE#HOBEHEDSTIEZTI TR OE®L. MDD, A4DRFU XM
HEN, oBEKRC, NMMoB®KZ ARSI ZETEIETY., TRPX. IXNTOFUY X MERZOERAEH
PNTVET, TZAKOETFEL TRAEZSENBITRMOZZHEEZOPIIHVET, ZITORMYETHRL,
HEB 548, ZLUTHBBICHMBEEHFREEBL T, EELATHSDOTY, EVWIZ—KL., BEZ2a0b
B0, XAEIBRBESHERIHOEOEELEEELLEZLELERDET,
ZDEIBEMEDEE, FATE - TIBRARIIIER IR (HE) 2250 T<NET. MHRTO 17 HLL
Lz BHELOHR T, FIXZ O LD PITES EIEFITEWVEHEBINZ IR TVBE I EIATEE L=
ZORBIE. ENBERDEEIZZTNTNORBEDLICT TIZHM TS [HSEOH 2ROUMTIERDE
EBATINET, TOEBESLNEDOEL I LFESTOMMEEEL DTS ET. BEOMITIFRE, BhBEEL
AEICRBEDTT,
ﬁﬁ%’ B E 2 MEBRO DI, TOWE—2 ] ORHNS D ET., ZHidHEithIz BT 2 HAERBPUT&
L FLTHICEEZHEHIZBOZ ETY, HIFENR > TND L ED, HMIREFEOBMOMAND D L E, #HDNE
hf?%%b@«iﬁo;®FW&UﬁﬁgﬁﬁjLﬁéﬂfw%m%#UXFﬁAHW®§EEwE;éﬁi?O

M5, BEEDHZ. MEDZHD, NDZRI L IHlETALTH .+ » + - BEELBRE DT> T,
TRTOMERAIIL, + » + - DDLU THRICSD, RIEITHEE> TNV ERE, BUOLHLED > T

BHEZL, fIZEELTVWEDOT, RRERNSKHEZFE SN, (HIESTTE 2:42-47)

EE I FEO UL E B ETHEDIIKEIOTIIHDEREA, DLA, ZNEWS L, ED. SERIE520I10kEd, T
WE—2] ORMNFUZFOBRICK > THRS INBUED K, ZHUIRWRDL Y EEROENTHE AR EELS A
ERRDFET, INZENNBBEDNAAEAOARERNESL ZLOTELEERL EADFTF T M BOTIERENTL X 95D,
ZAIZE, BRDHBIZIERZE—ADED DI 58 DHAZTTO EEBTIMRDENTVENE LNERA. BODIZIZE
< DOEEENSD O FTH, FADERZBDOHETR, kXN Od IRAfE] BN XS RROPTREHEE
RULETFCIoNE LR MO T RO, A ASTNVOROZIAZBICRERFEZENVHITTINE T, I
DELZTOHTH, ML TIHAORZBRETIZARDERATLE, E—NE-SEOED T,

[ECHENB RIS > TITE, EZCHANbREERICBONS, Eidbkz2RAKTIED, RIETohs 2 L
B, BNTIEARSRN. BOOWTIEARS W) (HdEd 31:8)

ﬂxtféo)?‘ﬁ%liﬁb:ﬁkéﬁ%’r@*ﬁﬂ‘]?‘;ﬁi%l:%ﬁ< HOTIRARL, #ROED S I EDBVHESITEMN TN
£9. RITHEEZANBE IR, TRTONEXERE, LT AVDEOPEEZIRD D ENEEHEERDDTY,

ZOBFCH D, HEDOTRTOMOR, EODIMBFAXOES ANBICHEEZKDT., ZOH OFEIES LWl
iz KON Lo, BEREOEETHZEL THRSFU R ]\@iﬁ)\c‘:?‘;ofbm\hiﬁ‘ckﬁl:o MO TIRNETA
AT INDOREFKTHBATIEISEERFEEDS T, BREHT, 2L TREB LEICHATBENET.




(2) 20264 10 A1 H M O Jt B %815 &

To See God through the Lens of St. Francis of Assisi

By: Fr. Maxi D’ Souza, OFM Cap.

I arrived in Japan in 2006. At that time, conversations on religion were not always
welcomed. Religion was considered something that only weak people relied on. I also felt
there was a “culture of caution” seen in the way people express their faith.

In Japan, people tend to avoid speaking publicly about matters related to their inner
lives. Gradually, however, I came to understand that this was one of the reasons why religion
was treated so reservedly. I became interested and explored the reasons behind it. However,
after twenty years I realized that many of my earlier assumptions had been based on

misunderstandings. Japanese people don’t really dislike Religion. Instead, I realized that many people love
nature and live their lives with a deep sense of reverence for the divine.

Gradually, as I became familiar with the Japanese way of thinking and modes of expression, I came to
appreciate the depth and richness of the Japanese heart.

This year Pope Leo XIV has drawn the world’s attention to the 800th anniversary of the death of St. Francis.
During this commemorative year, the church served by Franciscan priests has also been given a special role.
Throughout this year we have been studying the Spirit of St. Francis. How deeply he loved creation and through
creation profoundly he came to know God and meet God in every person.

In this article, I will reflect on the influence of St. Francis on contemporary society, considering how we can
imitate his way of life and exploring how his spirit continues to influence the modern world. I will also explore
how “Dialogue” can help us to understand the human heart and the richness of religious faith.

Religion and Dialogue:

Religion has an important role in how to share love with the world. Every believer believes that he or she is
saved by one’s own faith and religion. It’s important to share our Christian beliefs in Japanese society, but at the
same time it’s equally essential to consider and respect the faith of others. Through Interreligious faith and
dialogue, we should recognize the good in each other’s religion. At the same time, we should share our own
faith.

All religions share values of love, forgiveness, reconciliation, and compassion. The Truth can be found in
other religions. We shouldn’t claim that the truth is found only in our Religion even though there is no salvation
found in other religions.  But, if we truly wish to realize peace, we should respect the faith and practices of other
religions. St. Francis' encounter with the Muslim leader deepened his faith in Christ and the church. They
prayed frequently and referred to God by different names. Through their faith in God, Francis himself had a
transformation of heart.

The Bible tells the story of the Good Samaritan; a traveler was attacked by robbers and left almost half dead.
Neither a priest nor a Levite helped him. However, a Samaritan who was despised and avoided by the Jews of
that time did not abandon the wounded man. Jesus asked them who is the true neighbor? The answer was the
Samaritan. A true neighbor is one who goes beyond religious and social boundaries and stands beside someone
who 1s suffering. Even if we consider ourselves specially chosen, if we can’t act as neighbors to others that
“chosen status” loses its meaning.

The faith of the Canaanite woman; A woman who asked Jesus to heal her daughter. At first, Jesus refused her
request, but the woman replied, “even the little dogs that eat the crumbs from the master’s table”. Jesus was
deeply moved by the deep faith of this woman and replied “Your faith has saved you “. Here again Jesus expands
the boundaries of his own community and recognizes the faith of a foreigner. Salvation is not restricted to one
ethnic group or religion.it is open to every heart that sincerely seeks God.

The Message of St Francis for today: these Gospel stories resonate deeply with the spirit that St. Francis
demonstrated throughout his life. Francis discovered the image of God even in people who were regarded as
enemies. He entered into dialogue with people of different religions and crossed boundaries in search of peace.
The teachings of the Gospel and the way of life of St. Francis challenges us even today to go beyond different
religions and cultures and understand the importance of becoming a neighbor to people of other religions. To
see God in every religion, to cross bou ndaries, to listen to one another. And to become a neighbor to those who
suffer. This is the spirit of St. Francis and the modern world needs it more than ever.
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On October 25, from 2:00 to 4:00PM, a charity concert
organized by Caritas Okinawa will be held at the
Asato Catholic Church.
This year, to commemorate the 800th anniversary
of the passing of Saint Francis, we have chosen "A
Prayer for Peace" as our theme. In addition to the
groups who participated last year, we are pleased to
welcome the Capuchin Order and the Summer Camp
Youth Group as new participants. Proceeds from this
charity concert will support two causes: Relief efforts
for the the Nepal landslide and the ongoing activities
of Caritas Okinawa.

Caritas Okinawa Members/ Volunteers
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